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A Holistic Approach to Medical Ministry

Recovering From the Fortress Mentality

I come troin 14)1.,lid..1 colliltr\' Ntrongly ilitlliellced
by the Soviet Union. the leading country in the

Soviet Bloc. Former comnititii•;t countrie% are going
through .1 very dram.itic change.Thin* that took

decadeh to develop m Weftern culture are occurritig
in Poland at cosmic Teed. sometimeN iii (,lily

niontkThe greatest problem, however. is that there
are no models to fi)1]ou· iii thiq very difficult

trativition. and it 1% very dit}icult to find people to
assift us as nientorf.The greatest challenge for the
Christian church-which Western miscionaries often

do not understand-is the mindset, a heritage of
several decades of collinilillism: people tend to
respond the way they think they are supposed to
respond, not revealing their true understanding

We Christians feel a sense ofurgency, not
knowing how long these open doors will last. For lay
leaders. however, this urgency is combined with a
high dimension of impatience, because we observe
on all levels-political, government. business, and
even church-a crisis of leadership. Iii the past.
leadership was very corrupt, which pushed many
churches to develop a legalistic fortress mentality to
cultivate their own identity. But this produced a
Christian subculture or a Christian ghetto. with less
and less influence iii society.

The Case for Christian Counseling

Our churches are slowly recovering from this
PAGES £- /

fortress mentality, but they are not recovered enough
East European to support the Foundation for Life and Mission.
Medical Ministry which I head. Our millistry is not very representative

PAGES 8-10 for my culture. According to research in Sweden,
49 percent ofpatients expect a physicians concern to

Collectivism and
be wide ranging. not just strictly medical. Hon- does

Christian Ministry
the situation look in Poland? Sixty-one percent of
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patients expect from medical personnel expressive

Resources functions. or efforts directed to emotional needs. even

PAGES 16-19 more than in Sweden. Patients have an emotional

vacuum that they expect filled.According to the
Lessons Foundations

World Health Organization. health is not just a lack
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of disease but good physical and emotional well-
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being. In different parts ofEurope. 30-50 percent
of patients were found to have no organic disorders

Ille impettlf fili- the .i-/  -

pre•,Clit thellic' inlic

011 (|irifti,111 mellie.11 MEDICA-
.itid lie.ilth minitries

aine from a Noveni L__u is try
her 1 997 conti·retire

on the subject xponwored by the Inwtitute for
East-West Chriqti,111 Studies atki gippoited by
the Chi istint) Medic,11 and Dental Society, Peter
Deynek.1 Rusian Ministrief.World Viion. and
the Domanada Foundation.Topics included
networking and partnership: keeping an evatigel-
iftic thcus in compaxionate ministrief: niedical
education: clearing customs: and church-based
medical clinics. For a complete list of speakers
and topics and an audiotape order fortH. consult
the Institute for East-West Christian Studies

website: http://www. wheaton.edu/bgc/iewcs/.

whatsoever when they came to the doctor. More
than 30 percent had complaints of a psychosocial
tiature related to marital and family relationships and
em-ironmental problenic. Only 39 percent ofpatients
focus on instruniental fulictions, medical knowledge,
medical expertise, equipment, and professional
qualifications.The main challenge before us is to
focus on the person of the patient. to see him as a
whole being.The person should be the subject-not
his complaints. not his problems, not his disease. but
his u-hole person. And here we need a wider
perspective.

Medical doctors are in a very unique position in
our part ofthe world.There is little Christian
counseling and no psychoatialysis. It is very
humiliating to go to a counselor, psychologist. or
psychiatrist, for emotional disorders.Yet all of these
troubled people end up iii medical clinics,This is the
reason for the statiftics above.These are the needs of

the patients. In Luke 17:19 we see the definition of
well-being. Christ says about the leper, "Your faith
made you well. This is the wellness: this is the
wholeness tliat we want to proniote in our society-

not just a lack ofsymptoms, not just treatment that
removes complaints, but wholeness, wellness. for
those u-ho enter into a secure relationship with
Christ. Christ defines eternal life inJohn 17:3 as

(cotitimied 01, page 2)
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Holi%tic Approach ft'cm 't th),#1 p,l,qc l)

entering into a perwonal relationship with (;od.
Faith is not knowledge ,,bout God but a personal

 relationship with God. Hurting, utlering people are
11 he main  receptive to thiq comforting meqsage, diNcovering

W Wh,lt it me,mr to be in personal relationEp with
challenge betore God. Godi go.,1 i: not just health of individuals.
Us is  but the ilidivil|11,11'% S.Ilk.itiO!1 throligh .1 personal

relationd® with God through (:lirist. Any so-calledto focus on the I goTel focusing on phyxical health only, and not onperion of the  well being, iN a t.ike g(,Npel.
patient... not hisl

complaints, not  A Crying Need for Medica; Mentoring
F his problems, At the e.irly st.ige< of thi transition from

tiot his disease, colimill!11%111 to a free-market economy. those

but his whole introducing a thke gorpel were often present m our
p.irt ofthe world before the whole true goNpel came.

person. It M not always best to send people who do not know
the latilmage and culture. who fpend year+ studying
the language and never becoming fluent. who try to
replace liationals in the limliftry. But there k one art·.1
iii which we are desperately en·ing for help.Thi< is
the nientoring proce».Wlien there are liiedical

Dr. Henryk Wieja is pri'.:i,h·n, 0/-th¢· /·-Mmi,iti„i/.h'r 4* and .\/ission, C 'strim, 14,/,ind,
which itc®111]ded iii 1990 (litip: //www.sitesia.pik-net.pl/forttin/misia). lixcerpted 114!11
prnnissio,1 Alm a 1,1/keiven in Not,cmher / 997 al the Const,/taticin 0,/ Christi,1/1 .\ h·clical,
1)int,1|, ami I icalth Ministries iii the Former Soviet 1 ition mid East Central F.111-ope,\11!caton,
Il.. Audikassem·.s ofthis talk· an' aiwilabic./h,m thi· histiti#/c./or East-Iii·st Christian Smdies

missionariev who are better skilled. better trained,

and have dealt with better equipment, they eau be
mentorv fur those of us who m.n' not h.ive resources

to imple:nent this knowledge to meet people's needs.
Let me share with you the philo<ophy of our

medial centerlohn 1.3, which talkx about a
0.icriticial lifutyle.john 13:17 is extremely iniportant.
I go back to this paisage at least once a year to
meditate, pray, fast, review iny life, and coliNilier the
model (:hrist left ti)r uN to tiillow. I lere we see in

verse one that,"1 1,1#'ing loved his own who were ill
the world, he now sliowed them the full extent c,t his
ic,ve." i int, we have to discover what God's love is,
in Greek,,wave. In our protission, we need this Heape
love·. Unli» ive have thir 1,(,1/4' 1(,ve in lis. litiless we
,ire the carrierv of the Holy Spirit, and Christ in lix,
the Impe of glory, we will not be able to fulfill the
millixtry that God gives us as missionarie< 111 tile
niedical field. Do you know why our clinic 14 so
41cce<sful th,lt it receives national attention now?

Becauce le,1/,c love gives incredible <ecurity; it
transforms you to live in agreenient witli yourfe']f,
in ownerfhip of yourself, because you can give zip,
you can resigii from vimiething if you possess this
something first. Iii our profession as medical doctors
as long as we look for self-ftilfillinent and self-
realization. and as long as we feed our own egof.
we u·ill not be fulfilled. It is a serving attitude and
sacrificial ministn- that are so attractive to hurting
people. *

FTEDICA-
Ellillistry

HEALTH, ETHICS, AND R.ELIGION:

Perceptions of Russian and American
Medical Personnel

David S. Barnes

A survey conducted iii 1997-98, designed by the
author. focused on the perceptions of physicians,
nurses, and nursing students in Novgorod. Russia,
and in Novgorod's sister city, Rochester, Neu-York,
regarditig aspects of health, niedical ethics, and
religion. Novgorod, a city of 250,000 people, is
located 300 miles north of Moscow and 100 miles

south of St. Petersburg.
Novgorod subjects included 25 physicians and 32

nurses and niedical nurse practitioners front the
Novgorod Regional Hospital and 144 nursing
students from the Novgorod Medical College
(NMC). Rochester subjects included 20 physicians
frolll several hospitals; 31 nurses from Highland
Hospital: 57 nursing students from Roberts Wesleyan
College (an Evangelical liberal art:s institution): and
73 nursing students from Genesee Community
College (GCC), Batavia Onetropolitan Rochester),
Neu-York. Each completed a questionnaire.
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BACKGROUND

The advent of Gorbache,-s glasnost and
perestroika in the late 1980s opened to the West and
to many Russians a clearer understanding of health
care. medical ethics, and religion in the Soviet Union.

Health Care

The Soviet health system theoretically provided
free access to quality health care. In reality, the systeni
was inequitable. inadequate. inefficient. and
dominated by nlilitary and space priorities: Asa
two-tiered system. it provided excellent Western-style
hospitals for the elite and much less for the general
population. In 1990, the State Statistical Committee
reported that the Soviet Union had one hospital bed
per 259 people and one doctor per 72 people, double
that of the US/ However. 24 percent ofhospitals



lacked plumbing, 45 percent lacked bathrooinx, and
19 percent I,liked central hat. 4 I'llysiciati, generally
h.id J lower level of training than thofe in tile U.S.,

lacked ,idequate modern equipment .mil ph.Irma-
cellill ,ik. and were poorly paid-levs tlian half the
#,Il,try ofinillitri.,1 u·orken. I lealth care timiling
recewed three pet-cent ot Soviet gross linmestic
productin P)90 versu•, 12 percent in the U.S.4

By 1991 with the economy in ne,ir rilin, life
expectancy hall dropped to 57 ye.irs ti,r men .ind
71 fi,r women. the lowewt in 44) yearN. While life
expectancy h.iii increased in 1 997 to 61 and 73
repectively, the .werage gap between developed
con iltrief and R liffia w.1% 1 5 years th r men and I{) t< 11
women.The three major causes of cle,ith are cardio-
va<·11|ar di W.ise."external causes" (accidents,

J,c)4<1131116, st,icide, atid vic)]e}ice). arid caricer.'

Medical Ethics

Nov·let medial ethic* air reflected ill the P)91

"Oath of the Soviet Physician." including the pledge
to "conduct all my actions according to the principles
of Communist niorality, to always keep tile high
calling of Soviet physiciatiN and the high responsi-
bility I have to my people and the Soviet govern-
Illellt.

"1., The duty ofthe Soviet physician had as its
foundation obedience to the state as defined by the

tate-not morality as expressed in Western inedicine
within the context of the Hippocratic Oath and the

Judeo-Christian tradition.7

Religion

Extensive studies of religious belief were

conducted shortly before the fall of communism ill

Eastern Europe in 1989 and in the Soviet U1110!1111
1991.' ' Father Andrew Greeley, a researcher at the
University of Chicago, conducted ati extensive study

of religious belief among Russians just prior to the
fall of communism iii 1991. He found that 40

percent of Russians believed in God (99 percent of
those were Russian Orthodox), 40 percent in
miracles. 33 percent in heaven and hell, and 75
percent had a "great deal of confidence" in the
Orthodox Church and its leaders.1,1 Whether religious
beliefis significant or superficial is more difficult to
determine. In a 1996 study by Susan Lehinann of
Columbia University. 13 percent of Russians con-
sidered themselves to be "observant believers: but of

these only 13 percent attended services weekly,
13 percent monthly, and 55 percent only for religious
holidavs and family occasions."

While Russian Orthodon· generally claims 50 to
60 million adherents (33 to 40 percent oftlie Russian
population),Anatoly Rudenko, director ofthe
Russian Bible Society. estimates that in Moscow oilly
one percent of Russians attend church each week,
and only nvo percent attend biweekly.These figures
are based on estimates of church attendance at the

240 functioning Ilussiall Orthodox churches and 120
Protestant congregations in Moscou-. A Ministry of
the Interior report that 120.000 people (one percent

of Mo#con·'s poptil.Ition) attendell Orthodox E.I.ter
wn'ice· m 1 997 #Lipporb th!% colklitwic,li.'-'

SURVEY FINDINGS

Health Care

Novgoroil vililent re·,;,c,11•,e* i'c)!itr.i·,ted int»,t
markedly with their Anteric.,11 i'(imiterpart 11¥ their
vipport ofherb.11 medicine (96 percent), their belief
t|lat birth control pilk commonk Inult ill xe\·cre

m.iternal or tl·tai proble]11, CHI percent),.md their

beliet'th.it .tir .ind w.tter pollution .irc m.yor c ,Ill.C.
ofilke.ne (98 percent), perl],1}h rellecting, 1-eectively,
a long tr.Kilition ot ti >lk medicine, lack on·Ate t],ivc

experience with birth control pillr..inil Itlii.A

profound problem, with u·.iter .ind .111 pollution.
Until recently, Cancel· m. commonly tholight to
be colit.lgicil]% among |lit..i.iliA, Ill,lglietic tielli4 were

ascribed wpecial pow·en to tikre.10e the etlecmelle#,
of drug iii.jections, and needed antibiotin were

supposedly avilable and free.

Medical Ethics

Novgorod physicians. nurses, and nurging students

contrasted markedly with tlieir American counter-

parts on essentially all que%tions of medical ethics.
most of which in the U.S. are commonly considered

patients' rights.Thog· rights include providing the
patient a) an explanation of a potentially fatal
diagnosis, b) access to test results and medical docu-
ments, c) the right to refuse treatment, d) infbrmed
consent for treatinent, and e) confidentially.This
contrast may reflect both the 7()-year authoritariaii
Soviet period and the widely accepted Russian
principle that physicians and nurses should not reveal
to patients a diagnosis for which there is no hope of
recovery. u. 13

A 1993 Russian law on patient rights grants for
the first tillie the right to confidentiality, to see test
results and medical documents so as to understand

the diagnosis and prognosis, to request consultation,
to be informed of possible experimental treatment, to
refuse treatment, and to give informed consent.' In
marked contrast to Rochester medical personnel, half
of Novgorod respondents felt the state should
encourage euthanasia of the elderly sick and the
severely mentally handicapped.This contrast may
retlect the fragile state of the present Russian econ-
omv, the general plight of the poor and handicapped,
and the traditional Soviet williti#niess to sacrifice the

individual for the apparent collective good.

Religion

Iii contrast to Greeley's 1991 study ofreligious
belief" and a 1993 study conducted by Roger Russell
Research' noted above, 95 percent of Russian
studetits describe themselves as Russian Orthodox.

88 percent indicate a beliet-in God, 70 percent
believe iii life after death. and 90 percent know
several biblical stories at least somewhat. About half

n nlarked

contrast to

Roc-hester niedical per-

sonnel, h,Illof Novgorod

respondents felt
the state should

encourage

euthanasia

of the elderly 1
sick and the

severely

liientally

handicapped.
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Health, Ethio, and Religion (wn'f.trom page 3)

itated, -1 do not know it-God exiwts, but I would like

to know," suggesting interest in religious faith. Ofthe
80 percent of No,·gorod wtlldentf who liave . Bible

Jovgorod or New' 1-est.unent m their home, tbor percent read it
everal tinief .1 week. and 74 I percent occ.Nonally,

hy xicians, iduch is higher tban (;ene#ee Cominumt> C ollege
liries, 1111(1 ((;CC) students. Ilowever. fewer than 10 percent ot
uning students Novt:orod tudent.. nur·,i·,4 and phybici,ur; attend

church weekly, ccunpared to 31 percent of(;CC, 75ontrasted

8<) pee,it (,f N.#c,nid illirrilig vildetitf. 7() perciiit

percent of It oberb Wedevan C »lie ge wt u dentx. and 50

tlieir Anierican

nrirkedlv with pervelit ot |·lodiester mine. ./Itid ph·aiciath. C )1 the

ot-nur<er..ilid 50 percent ofphnici.ni. who believe
counterparts on C ;oll created liti. 111(,Nt felt C k,il 111,1,· h.lve il:ed
essentially all evolittion.nry mechanixin,.

questions of c hrr.ill. the d.ita qugge<t the .appeal .mil reviliency

niedical ethics. of religic,11% faith in lillivia ,itill in the U.S.: in Rusvia,
» defpite over 70 year. c,fotlici.,1 atlieiftii. and in the

U.S., defpite twentieth century scientific progress and
m.lterl,111%111. 0
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Russian Medical Missions: Breadth and Depth
David S. Barnes

-       1 Since the collapse ofthe Soviet Union in
1-)ecember 1991, scores of US.-based and inter-

national Christian missioti agencies have sent
thousands of short-term volunteers to Russia in

various evangelistic. medical. and educational
progranis.They also have provided tens of millions of
dollars in humanitarian aid.Two of the largest
providers have been CoMission andJosh McDowell
Ministn·. CoMission raised S40.000,000 and sent

3,300 volunteers to work with 42,000 public school
teachers in educational progranis in the fornier
Soviet Union. It raised another S18.000.000 worth

of medical and relief products. that were distributed
through 60 partners in the former Soviet Union.

Josh McI)owell Ministn· has dispensed
$20,000,000 worth of humanitarian aid in the region.
including 54 tons of medicine. vitamins. and medical
supplies and equipment. Over 5.000 American
volunteers have traveled to Russia and other former

Soviet republics to participate in these prograIlls.
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The underlying rationale for tliese and other
efforts has been multifaceted: to meet spiritual and
physical needs of the people, to develop and
strengthen local churches. and to promote peace and
understanding.This article considers models for the
provision of humanitarian aid and medical ministry,
fources for medical supplies and equipment.
opportunities for medical personnel, and suggestions
for coping with Russian customs.

Models for Action

Methods used effectively by various Christian

hunianitarian and medical agencies have differed
considerably At least three models have emerged.
Some agencies have participated in mass distribution
of health care items and literature. This approach
involves limited personal contact with recipients and

limited long-term linkage with local churches.
Others have shipped containers of medical supplies



,Ind equipment to Ruzi.111 clinics and hospitals or
have funded short-term inedical or educational

conult.itions. Agaill, li)]ig-term ti,11(,w-up A limited.
Still others, LINing what I Lilli .1 holiNtiC model, Imve
developed lolig-term relationships with active,
mirturing, local chilrchef, involving medical,
edm·,ition.11,.ind hum.initarian .Iid programs.

V.inou, U.%. etiorts to asgit Nor gorod, a city
|(,l·,tted 14 )( ) mileN vilith of St. 14·terfl,itrg, 4erve .A 4,li

ex.Imple of-holktic· tilitiltry. FiN Baptivt Church of
I title Rock, Ark.ilif.IN. the FellowN] lip of( hristi,In
1,irmen, Ititer 11.,tional:,ind the 12(,chester-, New

York-Novgorod Sister (:ity Connection began
networking with thi, Rugi.11] city iii 1992. East-WeNt

mteraction 11.1% included regional .md city hovpitak,
Norgorod ht.ite University, ccillective and state

turnh, the city government. 3ister-city frienddlip
organizations, and a local evangelical church.Thiv
partnerqhip h.ic requlted in extenive medical and
university taculty exchanges, shipments of$2,000,000
worth of humanitarian and medical aid, extensive

dgricultural confultation and seed diftribution,
Christian literature distribution, and low-prnfile
religious crus,ides. During the paft four yearG, these
U.S. groups have partnered with a growing l'rotestant
congregation. the Temple of C.hrist, to build a 5(),000-
square-foot church coiiiplex·-now 65 percent
complete-that will serve as a house of worship, a
facility for pastoral training. and a conimunity center.
Humanitarian and medical aid programs have been
vital to this partnership with the church.

The Novgorod expericiice suggests that, when
practicable. medical missions and programs of
humanitarian aid programs iii Russia should be
networked as intich as possible with local niedical,
educational. civic, and church leadership, with the
intent of fostering long-term relationships with each
of these groups. On a practical basis, this networking
may begin with a five- to seven-day exploratory
meeting in a chosen Russian city with the goals ofa)
meeting key medical and city officials; b) identifying
a competent, honest physician or 11iedical director
committed to coordinating a city's long-tertii
relationship with We*rn partners; c) working with
medical contacts to prepare ati official list of needed
supplies, equipment, and services: and d) meeting
with religious leaders to share ideas of mutual
concern.When available, sister-city relationships-
there are 114 official U.S.-Russian city
partnerships-an greatly facilitate comprehensive
medical niission programs.

1)irectors of medical mission programs in some
Russian cities may also find it helpful to niaintain
contact with Christians who previously participated
m short-term ininistry in that city, many of whom
have continuing interest and valuable contacts. Josh
McDowell Ministry, CoMission International. and
Book of Life International may be of help in locating
people who have participated in their programs. Peter
Derneka Russian Ministries. the Institute for East-

West Christian Studies, and inany nitssion agencies
can facilitate communication with Russian churches
as well as Western nlinistries.

There is general agreement in East .Ilid We%t that,
while the foriner Soviet Union in.n' 11.ir'e it irplit $ ot
pli»icianx .ind howpital capacity, Russi,wis de<perately
need drii*, including antibiotics, niedical qupplies
and equipment, teellilical assistance, illedical
e duational-training program , 111,1 the capacity to
network Ii'itli the U.». Given proent econoinic
conditione in Illissia .lilli tile 1.ick of.1 qtrong m i·dical
witpport int Nrm'ture, the Rugi,In nlellic·,Il
community k becoming increadngly dependent
lipon the Wevt fur 111£(lic.11 Ill,lterials ,itill tr,lining.

When Wextern (11110ti.111% p,11-wier with local
14 11 4.11] ChurcheN to provide 11 le dical .14%Rtance,
the potential i treilli·illit,lij, For example, while
evangelicak h.ive invested millic),1% in humanitarian
aid in the greater Mo<cow .trea. only 1() ofthe 250

evan gelical 1-ellim'41ip ,11,1 ch itrcliew in this ,ire,1 Imve
their own Church bilililings and inovt have little

(,116(,!lig contact with U.S. C Hirl,tianN .mil churches.

Sources Of Medical Supplies and Equipment

Chrivti.in nonprofit orgailizationx such as MAI'
International,World Medical Relief, Interchurch

Medical Assistance, and Intertiational Aid receive

donations ofpharmaceuticak, medical supplies,
and equipment from U.S. firms,.uid make these
available to individuals and niission agencieN fur a
handling tee ofapproximately 5 tol () percent ot
wholesale value. For example, MAI' International
provides travel packs of supplies for hand-carried
delivery valued at 35,000 for a handling fee of$375.
as well as container-sized shipments for Russian
lic,spitals. Both Worldwide Lab Improvement and
Chosen Mission Project provide refurbished equip-
ment, teclinical assistance, and supplies at low cost.
Supplies and equipment are sometimes available
from local hospitals witliout cost.

Other organizations such as Americares, Feed
The Children, and Brothers' Brother network with

Christian agencies in promoting medical relief.
The Eli Lilly Pharmaceutical Medical Mission
Program donates $850 worth of drugs to physicians
traveling to Russia. Most other pharmaceutical firms
deal with large church or nonchurch agencies.
Individual drug representatives commonly provide
significant amounts of pharmaceuticals for short-term
illissioll tripS.

Main Street Supply and Logistics, a for-profit
business. sells bulk food purchased iIi Russia and
US. medical supplies. It can provide for shipment
to Russia of materials not necessarily available from
nonprofit organizations. Containers ofmedical
supplies and equipment are shipped from the US.
to Russian ports of entry by licensed and bonded
international freight forwarders such as Missionary
Expeditors, Iiic.

Programs for Medical Personnel

World Medical Mission. the medical arm of

Saniaritan's Purse, is an excellent facilitator of short-

term and long-term teaching and clinical trips for

he Novgorod

xperience

uggestx that,
hen practic-

ble, medical

nd humani-

tarian aid

programs in
Russia should be

networked with

local medical,

educational,

civic, and church

leadership,
with the intent

of fostering
* long-term

relationships.
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Withotit doubts ]
iflearing Russian
CustolliS 1% the
Achilles heel

ot Russian aid

1 programs.

4 ./

Dr. David S. Barnes is

11 l,%5ian Medical Migions Awl 'f.th>m p,Wc 5)

physicians, dentists, and other medical penonne].
It alw) provicle,4 medic,11 lipfilies .inli equiplnent.
It. handbooke,"Chriwti.in Mellie.11 MiNwion: Moscow

.ind the Surrounding Are.10.14,1.via" .ind ..14.lissi.1
Far Eavt Medical Minivtrie: Provilleniy.1. Ruvst.1 .ind
Surrounding Art·.13.- provide health care u·orkeri
with practic.11, coinprehenfive orientation to Ritssial]
medic.11 misioin. It. Christian Medil .11 Miqqion office

in Mofcow 11.1, exteti,ive experience in ticilit.iting
Lustomf clearance .mil N .1 key vcnirce ofmuch-
iii·ecied cuom. infurni.ition .111(i advice. In addition.

the C :lirtiti.in Medic.11.ind I )ental Society'S
c ]ommibvion on Intern.ition.11 Medical Educational

Atfair* provide, 410 rt-terni tcaching opportunities
in Rlissian medical,ind dental Clinics, typically tivo
to vx week<.

In 1993 Worki Vision imd Azzisa Pacific University
teamed with tile Iti,ian Ministry of Health and
Russian mining colleges for the purpofe of
reforming nursing curriculum and ti,rining national
and regional nursing.,swociations.The project has
foctered a new nursing curriculum and the formation
of new nursing associationA. In another pogitive
development. in 1997 the government adopted new
mirsing care standards and a mirsing code of ethics
consistent with a Christian perNpective. USAII)
funded the program with .1 S230.000 matching grant.

U.S.-based Nazarene Compassionate Ministries
is registered in Russia as the National Christian
Humanitarian Socien: with ministry centers in
Moscow andVolgograd. It provides medical services,
distribute 111edical supplies. and network with local
churches. It also works with Zashchita. a Ministry of
Health relief agency. to provide shipments of medical

professor efbioke), ar Roberts libleyan Colicer, Rot-hester, Ncini,rk.

slipplies.

The Mi,teippi-b,aell Luke Socien' expedite the
furmation ofjoint ventures witli nation.il Christian
physicians who operate fee-for-service clinicx. Feej
fund most of the operating budget of each clinic,
which provideN :ervices gratis to those unable to pay.

Surviving Russian Customs

Without doubt. cle,iring Ruvi.11] clistomh 15 tile
Achilles heel of Ihissi.m aid programs. 14.gillationf
on container-shipped aid an change daily. For ].,t·5£
developmentf it is best to confult with Americare# or
World Medical Miffion. Bringing pl w-maceuticak in
tlight luggage can be problematic. 1 ) Befure le.iving,
prepare an itemized drug list, including expiration
dateN, which int!%t be .1 t le.it hix months after the liate

of,irrival in Rtishia. 2) Obtain an ot}icial letter of
requeft from the hospital, clinic, city adminiftration,
or church for all dru* .ind niedical supplie%. 3) Use
official stationery as much as possible. with liber.il live
of Notary Public and other seals and stainm. 4)
Obtain letters from a local church, friendship society,
sister-city organization, niedica] society, or niayors
office officially commending this occasion of
friendship and peace. 5) Pack aid iii less conspicuoub
duffel bags or mix it with each suitcase of each

person in a group. 6) Disperse group members
randoinly through cuqtolm. 7) Be friendly, firm. and
confident. Insist on speaking with a supervisor if
necessary.

As evident in the examples of medical and health
initii stry above. a variety of models can be adopted-
and adapted-to meet the needs of the former Soviet
Union.With background research. a willingness to
learn, and long-term commitment, medical and
health ministries can play a key role in the future
of C:hristian niinistry in Russia in Aux. *

MI 41] [IM I MI I l k'11:I•[1] ZI MIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Christian Medical Supply and Equipment
Organizations

Chosen Mission Project
3642 West 26th St.

Erie. PA 165(16

Tel: 814-833-3023

Fax: 814-833-4091

E-mail: chosen#jay@aol.com
Carl Eldred,Administrator

Interchurch Medical Assistance, Inc.

Bor 429

New Windsor. MD 21776

Tel: 411)-635-8720

Fax: 410-635-8726

E-mail: inia@brethren.org

Website: http://wwu·.interchurch.org/
Paul Derstine. Executive 1)irector

International Aid, Inc.
17011 Hickon· St.

Spring Lake. MI 49456
Tel: 800-968-7490 or 616-846-7490

Fax: 616-846-3842

E-niail: iai@internationalaid.org
Website: http://www.isen:net/intlaid
Rev. Ralph Plumb. President

Josh McDowell Ministry
660 International Parkway
Richardson.TX 75081
Tel: 972-907-1000. ext. 1334

Fax: 972-669-4053

E-mail: Rodney_Love@josh.org
Website: http://www.josh.org
Rodney Love, Procurement Coordinator

MAP International

Box 2150(JO

Brunswick. GA 31521-5000

Tel: 800-225-8550 or 912-265-6010

Fax: 912-265-6170

E-mail: mapus@map.org
Website: http://www.map.org
Paul Thompson. President

World Medical Relief, Inc.
11745 Rosa Parks Blvd.

Detroit. MI 48206-1270

Tel: 313-866-5333
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Fix: 313-866-3588

E--m.111: 64.11110011((bu·\\·ilet.net
George X.inbon. hiterim Preddent

Worldwide Lab Improvement, Inc.
10(146 »chum.unt >h.

l'ortage, MI 49024
191: 616-323-84(17

1-.tx: 616-323 -20.31)
1:-1 11.iiI: wwl.111(a).1(11.com

Ed [ li„. 1 )irector

Other Medical Supply and Equipment
Organizations and Programs

Americares

1 61 Cherry M
New· C hum, (:T 06840

Tel Hoo-486-1-·Hil.P or 203-972-5500

Fax: 203-966-6028 or 203-972-0116

E-mail: illfi)@alliericares.org
Wi·Hite: http://u-u·w.atiieric,tre.org/
Bob M.ic-.iziley. Ch.tirnian

The Brother's Brother Foundation

1501 Reed<li.11· St..Suite 3085

Pittflittrgli. PA 15233
Tel: 412-321-3160

Fax: 412-32]-3325

E-ni,iiI: BBFound(gaol.com
Webfite: http://www.brothersbrother.com/
Luke L. Hingson, President

Feed The Children

333 N. Meridian

Oklahoma City, OK 731(17-6568
Tel: 8(H)-627-4556 or 4()5-942-0228

Fax: 4(6-945-4177

E-mail: ftc@feedthechildren.org
Webcite: http://www.feedthechildren.org/
Vanessa Horton, Moscow I)irector

Dwight C. Hanna, Medical 1)irector

Eli Lilly and Company Medical Mission Program
Box 25768

Alexandria.VA 22313

Tel: 800-545-6962

Fax: 703-317-5618

Website: http://u·u-u.lilly.com

Main Street Supply & Logistics, Inc.
Box 246

Dublin. NH 03444

Tel: 603-563-9287

Fax: 603-563-7171

E-Mail: tgsusa@top.nionad.net
Webfite: http://WWW.tgSUS..COI11/
Peter Hoekstra, President

Christian Medical Personnel Organizations

Christian Medical and Dental Society
Box 7500

Bristol.TN 37621

Tel: 423-844-1(.X)(I
Fax: 423-844-1005

E-mail: main@christian-doctors.com
Website: http://wn-w·.cinds.org/
David Stevens. M.D., Executive Director

Contact: Robert J· Schindler. M.ID.,
Director. Commission on International

Medical Education.11 Ati,iirs (COIMEA)
Tel: 616-429-5922

Fax: 616-429-1724

E-nmil: bobschin@aol.com

Fellowship of Christian Farmers, International
Box I 5

Lexington, 11.61753
Tel/fax: 3( )9-365-87 It)

E- 111.iiI: frfi41 lim@aol .i·(71 11
1 )enn A Sch l.tgel, 1 )tre<·t<ir

The Luke Society, Inc.
Box 349

1121(;rove St.

Vick•;bul-g, MS 39!80
1 01: 6( 11 -638- 1629

1-ax: 61)1-636-7103

Wreile Vogel, M.I ).. Executive I )irector
E-mail: Itikhoc(g.]1111(1.com
Website: http://www.lukesociety.org/

Nazarene Compassionate Ministries,
International

6401 1 he Pasco

Kans.n City, MO 64131
Tb]: 816-333-7000

Fax:HI6-363-3100

E-mail: REAlexander@nazarene.org
Website: http://wu·w.nazarene.org/wm/ticm/
licillintl.htlill

Roxanne Alexander, R.N. M.S.N.])irector.

Nazarene Health Clare Fellowrhip
Moscow contact: Carla Nunberg, R.N.
Ul.Asovskava 39/ I

113452 Mose·ow, litissia

Tel/Fax: 7-095-138-48-39

E-mail: CarlaSin@aol.com

World Medical Mission

Sainaritan's Purse

Box 30(H)

Boone. NC 28607

Tel: 828-262-198()

Fax: 828-266-1()53

E-mail: usa@saniaritan.org (US.)
E-mail: cnim@matiorg (Russia)
Website: http://wu„.saniaritan.org/spi_med.htni
Olga Polegaeva, M.D., Moscow Coorditiator

WorldVision

Naberezhnay.1 4.1()th floor
36204() Vladikarkaz, North Ossetia
RUSSIA

Tel: 7-8672-337948

Fax: 7-8672-362040

E-mail: iukka@rno.ssc.ac.ru

U.S.website: http://www.worldvision.org
Jukka Peltoniemi, Project Manager

Container Shipping and Customs Expediting

Missionary Expediters, Inc.
225 Arabella St.

New Orleans. LA 70115

Tel: 800-299-6363 or 94-891-6300

Fax: 504-891-6365

E-mail: mx@solvenet.coin
Website: http://www.solvenet.com
Jack Fong. President

Networking and Research Organizations

Association for Spiritual Renewal
29-30 kv. Novye C :hi'rell],INhkl
11|. N.iliietkina, korpu·.. 5
Mo,cow 117421), Ituvi.i

121: 7-( )95-719-7945

Fax: 7-(P) 5-7 1 9-7891)

E-m,iII: irek@asr.ru
Wehite: http://www..Ar.org

Irm.1 K.irgina, 1 )irector, Ill·C.irch I )ep.irtment

Book of Life International

11(10 S. St.itc Ral. 7. Ste. 100

M.trgate, FL 33()68
1 01: 954-975-7777

Fax: 954-975-()620
E-mail: 1 if·111< li ic ) 1 1(q).kil,(11.coin
Well,ite: Ilttp://www,,ulbol.coin
1 .ilili,IW|licidon,lhm Coordill.,tor

Global Resources (Campus Crusade branch
of CoMission International)
8217 Slio.d C.reek Blvd..Suite 1()7

Atictin TX 78757

R·1:512-458-2111

Fax: 512-458-6412

E-mail: 74534.1227@compuserve.com
Al.in N.,ge], I ),rect<ir

Institute for East-West Christian Studies

Billy Grah,un Center
Wheaton (College
Wlieatoii, IL 6{)187
Tel: 63()-752-5917

Fax: 63(1-752-5916

E-mail: iewes@wheaton.edu
Website: http://www.Wheaton.edu/bgc/iewcs
Mark Elliott. Director

Keston Institute

4 Park Town

Oxford OX2 6SH

England
Tel: 44-()-1865-311(122

Fax: 44-0-1865-311280

E-niail: keston.institute@keston.org
Wekite: http://www.keston.org/
Moscow tel/fax: 7-095-290-0327

E-mail: 9133.023@%23.relcom.ru
Lawrence Uzzell. Moscow Correspondent

Peter Deyneka Russian Ministries
Box 496

Wheaton, IL 6()189
Tel: 630-462-1739

Fax: 630-690-2976

E-mail: rmusa@nicimail.com
Website: http://www.russianministries.org
Peter 1)eyneka. President

Sister Cities International

Sue 250

1300 Pennsylvania Ave.. N.W
Washington, D.C. 20004
Tel: 202-312-1200

Fax: 3 *2-312-1201

Alexander Gorev, NIS Regional Director
E-mail: agorev@sister-citief.org
Website: http://www.sister-cities.org
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IEDICA-
Aflimstry

Models for Medical Ministry
in East Central Europe
lt,irb,im At·rmi

b Many

 complaints havebeen made

about difficulties
with customs. 11
Without bribery, 1
the process can 
be long or

impossible.

Barbara Kertai is a free-lai

Cdiego in 1998 with a dot,M

Jut aq East Europe.in cultures are diverse. co too
.irc medical 1111111%trieh seeking to Nerve the region.
While one group NeekN to reach hospit.11,4. ,illother
m.ly tbills exc'Illsively 011 .1 ChildiriA C.linp for
Chernobvi victinh. Some carry Nupplio iii their
litc.i,eN, while litherw trive to intlltence national

licalth are pohcy. But 111 Lve the wine foundation:
the integration of inedial kilk and material aid
u·ith reading tile go<pel of.»21* Chrift.

What /s Being Done?

C :liristiat] Illedic.111111]listries typically stress both

the physical and the Gpiritital well-being of a percon.
For example, one ministry to Ukraine sends diort-
teriii personnel to perform qurgery and treat patients,
while other team niembers distribute huinanitari.iii

goods. Other niisfions focus on the niedical
profesvionals ofa country and strive to chape health
care policy.The Intertiational Chriqtian Medical and
Dental Association (IC:MI )A),for inctance. organizeq
conferences for Chrigtiati doctorg. degring to help
them integrate their faith with their profession.
1(:Mi )A also serves as a support network for

Christian medical professionals through local
associations and ne„·sletterf. Iii other instances.

seininars invite non-Christian doctori and niedical

studentf, such as International Health Services (IHS)

in Hungary and the Bukarian Christian Medical
Association (BCMA). Both of these orgatiizations
envision starting Christian clinics, as well as
organizing lectures and distributing Christian
literature. Iii Bulgaria. for exaniple. BCMA sponson
seminars on bioethical issues such as abortion.

euthanasia. and alcoholism.

What Are The Needs?

The nature of medical assistance is often defilied

by the country itself. Impoverished and war-torn
countries, for example. have their own special needs.
BCMA is involved in relief work, such as distribution

of medicine and the provision of free medical care.
The current situation iii the countries of fortner

Yugoslavia provides many opportunities for relief and
development work. ICMDA and other orgailizations
have responded to recognize the need for immediate
humanitarian aid. Many short-term missions take
material aid to Ukraine as well.

Approaches chosen are very diverse. reflecting
the vision of an organization as well as skills of

joitrnalist in Bwd,ipest, Hungary. Site graduated.from Ulteaton
Flajor in theoli,gY tuid jotirmilism.

individuals invi)!ved. 1) . Ketmeth Gimple's Ukraine
Mission, ti,r example, began with t\Vt) clocton
performing orthopedic surgery iii Ukraine. Similarly,
wine organizationi eqilip local hopitak or carry out
relief work in a particular area. C )11 .1 more organized
level. 9,ine groups host confurencm, provide medical

confitlting, and otTer expertiw to loc,11 doctorf. Finally,
organization< Ifith a national or international *cope
ccooper.itc u·ith local medical .mil goverimiental
authorities, thereby intluencing national relief or
health-care etii,rts. IHS. fur example, researched

H ziligarian health are, 4ee ing a need to involve

tile church in medical care. 11·IS hopes to a»kt the

government in providing quality ilational health
are. encouraging othei-% to do so as well.

Overcoming Obstacles

The most comnion ditticultieN appear to arise from

a lack ofcooperation with the national government
or other otticial authorities. Communication

problems-beyond the obviouf language barriers-
result froin cultural misunderstanding, imutlicient

preparation, or the refistance of local officiak

Many Eact European authoritief are distruvtful and
suspicious.Ako. many spheres, from hoqpital care
to customs, are infected by corruption. r.lising the
problem ofbribes and tile need for personal
connectiotis.

Many East European governments frequently
change laws and policies, causing ditticultie for
mission organizations attempting to abide by tile
most current legislation.Two solutions have beeii

suggested to remedy the problem. One suggestion
is to work within an existing local church or a
registered national organization.Another suggestion

is to make contacts with key people. National
co-workers are irreplaceable. A medical doctor
serving iii Macedonia writes:

Any aid work [to Macedonia] must be aligned
with the appropriate niinistry in government.
It is best to find nlid-level bureaucrats and

work with them. as top level people chaige
with the political winds, . ..You can't do
anything here u-ithout someone on the ground
who knows the language and the culture and
can move things through the governmental
hassles.

Although Communicm has failed throughout the
region. an anti-Christian attitude may still be Ketised
in some countries. Macedonia is a restricted-acce«

countn: with the visas of sonic missionaries revoked

and others threatened.

Many complaints have been made about
difficultier u·ith Custonir. Without bribery, the process
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c'Jil be long. Certain ColilitrieN regillate the ki11£10 of
of goods imported. On the other hand, by defining
good caretiilly, e.g. referring to Childrenk toys .is
peill.,tric therapeutic deviceq. one can avoid paying
dut)· on them. Inform.ition on regulations for each
country is often available from that country's emb.issy
or consill.ite. (See /:.-1.0'/- 11 'AN'/' ( '/ /1 'm.'H 6 .1/1.\/s 7 141

(Sitinmer 1998), 13-14,.ind 2 (Spring
1')94), 1(1-11, ful- contact tlifi)rnmtion.) When

ditpping .Iid and equipillent. (1119 inzipst remember tbat
thi· proceff in,ty take 111(mths, and it can be extremely
expemive. 14>1- .1 20-ti,ot container tium the U.S. to
Europe one 0111(1 expect to pay between $3,800
.mil $4,600.

Making a Difference

Williling acceptance from local authoritie< takes

time, but ch.uity work and humanitarian iii d are
generally k,oked ll[,011 with respect.Theretiur, if a

In et}-ect, inilividuals are told what to Lil).1 here

is a need to teach people how to think and apply
"

plriticipleN.

[t 14 import.int to know what drugs and stipplies
ari· .11 re.4· .A·,111,ible. Buying equipment in Europe
can save a good deal of money ,ind ilecre.lie
ditficialtief with Epping. Elet-trical equipment
plirchavell in Eurnpe normally oper.tte. on 22()V.
ver the U.S. st.inilard 11(}V.

Ovcr.ill.medical minitries in E.atern Europe
have opportullitief .111<1 privill·go th.lt other type< of
missions do not enjoy. Ako, ille,lic,11.Iid 1% vcry bailly
neciled throughotit tlie regioti.WeNtern doctors .111(1

mcilic.11 personnel .irc greatly reipected evervwhere.
"1 kiltal assit.mee :mil liledic.11 :14.i#tance opel)% lic,orN
that cannot be opetied in .Iny other way," according
to 1 ).irre'll ( 1.11-k. prefident of Ukraine Children '4

Project."The teqtiniony ofthe liic,Nt'.itithorit.itive'
figure-a doctor or dentift-,11] have a powerful
11111'act ".

ininiqtry provides tangible services-treatf p.itients,
don.ites medical equipment, cares fin- the elderly-

it will make a difference in the region mid will gain
wupport from local authorities as well. "We cannot
go in torcing Western religion on our lioNts,"says
1 )r. Norman Carlson ot-Ukraine Medical Teams.

"An element oftrust that Comes with time A the

onk thing that works."

The efforts ot-Ukraine Medical Teams (UMT)

illuftrate this point By assisting a childrenk camp for
Chernobyl victiins. establishing dental and 11iedical
clinics. and working together with the local medical
Thool and governinent dental facility. UMT became
accepted and respected by the Ukrainian government.
The president of Ukraine has instructed regional
authoritie to cooperate-includilig assistance with
customs clearance and mission outreaches! All mission

organizations-denominational and parachurch-
represent the church ofjesus Christ.While it is fruitful
to have background support groups, such as churche
or parent organizations, it is vital to establish contact
with local churches in the country. Such contact
proves valuable both on a spiritual level and in
practical matters. Most large Protestant organizations
work with local evangelical churches. although
cooperation with historic state churches. when
possible, can provide advantages.While many missions
sen-e entire communities. ICMDA encourages
the formation of small professional associations, and
IHS-Hungar·y focuses on individuals."Our times
of greatest impact have been in small groups or
one-on-one,"says Dr. Robert Snvder, founder of IHS.
-We have also encouraged physicians and health-care
workers with whom we have relationships to do
likewise:

As in all international missions. it is important to

be culturally aware. not imposing Western ideas and
agendas on people.Work should be delegated to
nationals. even if at times problems result. "Not
infrequently the comment is made 'you have not told
us what to do'," writes Dr.John Reader of ICMDA.
"Such coniments arise from years of living under
regimes which have discouraged individual thought.

Contact Information

Bulgarian Christian Medical
Association (BCMA)

Usta Gencho str. blok 37 B. entr. D/83

1330 Sofia

BULGARIA

Tel: 359-2-23-71-91
Fax: 359-2-957-15-55

E-mail: andy@bgnet.org
Grace Angelova-Nedelcheva, M.11,
President

Covenant Baptist Church
Ukraine Mission

1152() SW 57th St.

Topeka. KS 66610-9647
Tel: 785-256-6546

Fax: 785-233-3187

E-mail: DocGimp@aol.com
Dr. Kenneth and Mrs. Lynda Gimple

International Christian Medical

and Dental Association (ICMDA)

82-88 Hills Rd.

Cambridge. C.82 1 LQ
UNITED KINGDOM

Tel/Fax: 44-223-321715

John Reader, M.D.. General Secretary

International Health Services

(IHS)
Box 265

Southeaftern. PA 1 9399-( )625 /
Tel: 610-293-0966

Fax: 61()-293-0611

E-mail: ihsusa@compuserve.com

IHS Alapitvany
Leam·ka u. 11.V/32

1221 Budapest
HUNGARY

Tel/Fax: 36-1 -226-5()9()

E-mail: ilishuiigary@compuserve.com
Robert D. Snyder, M.D.. Executive
1)irector

Ukraine Children's Project, Inc.
Box 912

Portsmouth,VA 237()5-0912
Tel: 757-465-9278

Fax: 757-465-9279

E-mail: UBCP@exis.net
Darrell Clark. President

Wenatchee Free Methodist

Church Ukraine Medical Teams

1601 5th St.

Wenatchee,WA 98801

Tel: 5()9-662-6853

Fax: 509-664-7369

E-mail: NCar164269@aol.com
Norman R. Carlson, M.D..Chairman
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Humanitarian Aid and Customs

A'MEDICA- Regulations: A Hungarian Case StudyWigistry liar/),ira Keri,u

Approxim.itely 150,(HM) ti,reiwi .ind international
orgariizationN .irc currelitk· registered iii 1 fungary.

Any (:liristi.111 organizations desiring tax-exempt
statits and alithorization to dirtribute himmnitarian

aid iii I lutigary must register with tile Ministry ot
Public Welture by submitting fi),itiding documents
and any ulid contrach with local comp,mies or
agelicies. A regixtered hi,ilianitariati orgal,intion,

with .1 tax number entitling it to cert.1111 exemptic)114,
can import hum.mitarian :id under certain
condition. Generally, every itelii imist clear custo!113.
.irld cility aiid v.ilrie-addell tax (VAT) 11111.t be paid,
which m.n· be partially or completely reclaimed
.itten,·ards. Such a claim muit be filed separately
ill each C.l<e.

Sending Humanitarian Aid to Eastern
Europe: Guidelines for Clearing Customs
/3,irh,in i AP'r/ai

The fullowing goods/conilitiot]+ .allow fur clut)'
exemption in Hungary:

• Tho<e items which .irc to be 11•,ell or ditril,Ilted

free ofcharge by registered charitie or
hililwlitari,111 organintions in Hing.iry .ind ,irc
received fire of charge. Exception: vehic·ld,
including ,11!11ll|,111('C< 1#0361 /111/2I.

* Medicine, tholl, And clothing that .11-live free of
charge to registered churches and denomination<
1#0361/111/41

* Food, meilicine, clothing, and other esfential item
intended fi,r free distribution to victiniN of natur,11

diqasten such aq fireq and tloodv [#0361/111/5L

* Religious objects ilonated to registered chll]-clle,
and denomillations and niaterial assistance given
to construct or renovate chitrelies and prayer
houses #0361/111/6].

• Medical items and equipment given to <tate or
church-run hospitals, under the condition that
they not be sold or rented within three years
[#0361/111/8]

* Complete a thorough investigation
of a cotintryk needs. Gifts must
make common sense: for example.
do not donate videotapes if VCRs
are scarce.

* Become familiar with each

liationt trade and customs

regulations. Generally speaking.
donations are duty-free if they
offer educational. social. or cultural

aid. or lielp for health care or
ethnic minorities.Websites on

tilternational trade laws and

regulations include: The Cimmwn-
wralth li'arbook (littp://WWW.tcol
co. uk/cyb. litm); biti'ritaticwal liadc
Lati, Aliwitor (http://itl.irv.uit.no/):
International Chamber of Coin-

merce (http://www. iccwbo.org/)

• The process is simplest when
donations are made to a specific
institution or organization. such
as a sin gle orphanage. hospital. or
local humanitarian organization.
In this case, all customs procedures
Onaking an official list of the

goods. filing for exemption,
reclaimingVAT. etc.) are the
responsibility of the recipient. thus
niinimizing donor responsibilities.

• I f the donor organization is
planning to distribute or use the
nonprofit goods itself. procedures
vary from country to country.
In most cases. the organization
inust get official recogilition
as a charitable or humanitarian

organization in country. which
means having a valid contract,
local representation. and a tax
number. Be au-are that bureaucracy
iii East Central Europe is coniplex
and inefficient. Laws change
rapidly, making procedures unclear
and subjective and irivinu

L L.

opportunity for corruption.

• For a description of customs
regulations and duty-exempt items
and categories, contact national
consulates. See E,-ls-/1 11 -EST

CHURCH GAIL\-ISTR REPOR/- 6

(Summer 1998), 13-14: http://
www.tagish.co.uk/embassy 12/

(worldwide): and http://www.

embassy. org/embassies/index.html

• Gific given by foreign states and international
organizations which have a public/national
purpose. especially educational. environmental.
social, oi-medical [#0361/ 1 17/ 1 1

• Educational and vcientific objects donated to
institutes of higher education, science, or health
care, as well as to educational, scientific. and
medical foundations [#0361/117/31

• Donated books. periodicals. and printed music
[#0361/118/11.

* Items received free of charge serving the public
good in areas ofeducation. health care. culture,

religion, and ethnic niinorities are eligible for
exemption or discount [#()370/138/2].

These and other customs regulations can be found
in Hungarian at http://www-sztaki.liu/providers/
ton'enytar/. For more inforniation on Hungarian
customs regulations and/or laws on registratioli.
contact the customs hotline ill Budapest (tel: 36-1 -
331-3536 or 36-1-332-6735: fax: 36-1-312-0621). *
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Internet Resources on Medical, Dental,
and Health Issues

Alt,iryl Corr,ido, Cot,!pill'r

I lie Americ.u} Internation.11 He.ilth A 11 i.1 i ice

(All IA). in cooperation with Friends and Partnerv, a

key networking wel)ite ti,1- the furmer Soviet Union,
pnwides a Multilingual Document Library
(http://solar.rtd.utk.edu/partners/health/

english/health/transinat/), a directory of over
400 health-related niaterials that have been

translated into languages of the former Soviet
Union und Central and Eastern Europe. Copies
ofdocilinentq m.ty be requested fr(,m org:itiizations
Itited. Av,til.1111£· documents may be searched by
1.ingu.,ge or stil,ject. C)ther resources and links
provided by All IA .,re available at http://solar,i-td. utk.
edu/parttiers/liealth /ei iglish/healtli/.

The Central and Eastern Europe Medical
Resource Center oftlie University of Color,ido
I lealth Acienceq Center (littp://medhead.ziclisc.edu /
europe/) provider linkq to liiedical organizations,
including clinic, lic,spitals. universities, and institutes;
Ed to midical news and literature concerning or
from the former Soviet Union .ind East Central

Europe.

Narodtii lekarsk,i kniholma [National Medical

Library] (http://www.nlk.anet.cz/), the
principal inforniation and library center in the
field of medical sciences and public health in
the Czech Republic, provides up-to-date itifbrm-
ation and resources iii both Czech and English.

Audiocassettes of the November 1997

Consultation on Christian Medical, Dental, and
Health Ministries in the Former Soviet Union

and East Central Europe are available through the
institute for East-West Christian Studies (IEWCS).
For ordering information. contact the IEWCS
(address on page 20) or see http://wwu·.wheaton.
edu/bgc/iewcs/.

Drs. Rex and Jeanne Blumhagen.West Chicago, IL,
have provided draftq of seven unpublished health
reports on Kyrgyzia and Tajikistan, procured
during their travels in post-Soviet Central Asia. For
titles and ordering intormation. contact the Institute
for East-West Christian Studies. or consult

http://www.wheaton.edu/bgc/ien·cs/.

Founded in 1990, the Center for Communi-
cations, Health, and Environment (CECHE)
(http://www,ige.org/ceche/) publishes the .Wonito,; a
periodical for profeisionals. the public. and policy-
makers addressing emironmental and health igile' 111
the fortner Soviet Union and East Central Europe.
CECHE also distributes an electronic bulletin, The
Global Health mid Envirotimental Btilictin via e-mail.

MITEDICA-
IWinistry

See /:.IN 7-11//fs'/ (Dic '/2(.7/ & Al/.1/N/R, R//4)/<7'5

(Fall, 1998), 12. For more information on thew
excellent imiurces, contact CECHE, 3.333 K >,t., NW,
Suite 11 C),Washington, 1 )C 20007; tel: 202-965-5990;
f ix: 3 32-965-5996: e-in,i il: CE C :1 IE@igc.org. Both
periodicuk are free ofih.urge.

"Sources of Money fur Russia from Non-
Profit Sources Specifically for Medical and
Health Oriented Projects" (1995) b)· 1 )r, 14·oti
Joh.limevich val] de W.1.11-1'.iltiis (littp://memben,,1.1.
net/-russia/texts/pdtic>.html) Cont,li!1% cleNcriptiotiv
.lilli cont.ict 11]tormation fur 32 orgatitzations, m,mv
ofwhich are Christian.

The Institute of Human Health, Saint

Petersburg, hosts Medport (http://www.

niedport.ru/), a Rugsian- and Eng.1141-]ansiage
web Nerver providing a plethora of resources for
medical professionals. Another web server. i )ental
(littp://wu-w.dental.ru/), provides similar resources
for dental profeNsionals in Russian only.

The U.S. Institute of Medicine. iii collaboration with

the National Recource Council. pliblished 77,e
Impact ofWar on Child Health iii the Countries of
the Former Yugoslavia (Washington: National

Acadeniy Press, 1995).This 1994 report is available
iii iti entirety on the internet at http://u-ww.
nap.edu/readingroom/books/impactwar/. Issues
addressed include: epidemi01061: primary health
care. preventive medicine. intint and child mortality,
trauma, acute and chronic illnesses. mental health. and

child protection.Workshop participants were doctors
froni Bosnia-Herzegovina. Croatia. Macedonia,
Serbia, and Slovenia, as well as senior U.S. and

European pediatricians.

Eberhard R.Wenzel. Griffith University School
of-Public Health. Brisbane. Australia. provides a
WWW Virtual Library o f Public Health

(http://u-u-w.ldb.org/vl/geo/europe/), with
comprehetisive coverage of relevant public health
resources on the internet. For each European countr·y
(and most countries u·orldu·ide), links are provided
to government organizations. schools, national public
health associations. public health education and
research facilities. private health organizations, and
statistical data.

Iii 1997 Xewsdal, (www.newsday.com) published
a graphic nine-day series by Pulitzer Prize-
winning reporter Laurie Garrett on the
collapse of public health in the former Soviet
Union. Articles are available at http://wwu-.
neu-4day.com/news/russpak/mainda>-9.htm. 0
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Collectivism in the Russian World View

and Its Implications for Christian Ministry

;tll
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 Tlie collectivis
 of the Russian
world view ha

both a positivi

and negative

effect upon
 Russian
Evangelicals.
On the positiv
side, churches
can exhibit a
wonderful spir
lof community
I.Believers are
always helping
tach other....

On the more

 negative sideis the tendenc]
e toward

authoritarian

leadership in
the church.

.jter'cu N. (.7,4,Hum

The origins of Russian collectivism can be seen
even from prehistoric timeN. People trying to
m,lilitam their existence ill .1 ratlier hardi

environment needed to band togethi·r in order to
survive. I he 2,1,/nie,-ia el.in or extended family
conmililie--fiwziieci the basie for Slavic tribal society.
This then evokrd into the mir, ati agricultural village
conunune. Underst,miling the communal litl· of the
pre -coililint 111>.t Iltir can died fome light on the
communalism of RuKian culture today. 11.iigi.in
villages typically featured peaunt buts, side by side,
one per family.The surrounding land was
communally owned by the entire imr Alid w.r,
unfenced.'The primary function of the 111!r was to

Contri)1 the cultivation of the land. with each ttimily
being allotted a certain amount ofland by it.-I he Iltir

was led by an assenibly ofheads of houseliolds which
met informally. often in the open air.While the
discussion could become quite lieated and ailiniated.
differences were not re·olved by voting. but by
consensus. Decisions reached unanimously became
binding on the entire community/ Later, as peasalits
began moving to cities, they formed workers'
cooperatives called artels, which were inodeled on

tile 11/ilt Members worked as a group and shared their
payments. According to researclier Richard Stites.
hundreds of thousands of workers adopted t}lis
lifestyle before the 1917 Revolution. 3

Russia also has been strongly qhaped by Eastern
Orthodox Christianity. Father Anthony Ugolnik iIi
his book. The Illwninating Icon, emphasizes sohor,tost,

tile strong sense of commullity that is so central to
the Russian Orthodox Church.Orthodox believers

de-emphasize independence and self-reliance in
thinking."Through their reliance upon tradition."
Ugolnik notes,"they see the community as necessary
to understanding." Russian sobormist, rooted in the
strong Orthodox eniphasis on the Trinity. contrasts
sharply with the "individualism of the American
mind" and the '"Jesus-centered' consciousness of
popular American Christianity."' When the church
was suppressed after the 1917 Revolution subon,ost
did not disappear. It simply took on a different form.
In the 1930§, Stalin replaced the titir with the Soviet

collective farm. As Victor Ripp explains,"The Soviet
kollektiv is sobornost with a conimunist slant. .R The

Russian communal ethic sun-ived, but with a highly
coercive conimunist component.'

So the social roots of collectivism may be
observed in the zadn,ga, the mix the ancl, and the
Soviet kolleknu It also is clear that collectivism 'S

religious roots derive from the sobomost ofthe
Russian Orthodox Church. Perhaps the question
is not so much where collectivism came from. but

rather how it survived relatively intact in contrast to

the greater individualism th,it emerged in the reet of
Ekirc,pe and tile United States. At le.ivt three t.icton
,irc involved here. Firvt, from .1 cultlit'al Ntatilipoint
Rri#i.1 never experienced the 14(11.11«alice with itj
emphasis upon individual creativity and potential.
Second. trom a religious standpoint. unlike Western
Fiumpe, Illissia never experienced the Refurmation
with iti elilph.,SIG upoll ililliVidl!.11 reading of
Scripture and personal sal\'arie)11.Third. from a
political vt.,Illipoillt, lillssia .ilinost always 11.10 been
under authoritarian nile ,ind has been relatively
closed to outside contact.

Egalitarianism

One important element ill the Rilfsian cominuilal
inindset is a strong venfe ofegalitarianism. not qimply
fairness or equal opportunity, but a deeply lield
conviction that wealth should be equally distributed.
In contrast to the Western drive to work hard and get
ahead. 14ussians traditionally have tended to feel that
doing very well fitiaticially is wrcing. particularly if it
is at the expense ofothers."Most Ruxians," former
foreign service officer Yale Richmond suggests,
would rather bring other people down to their

level than try to rise higher, a mentality known
aS lirat'llilot'ka (leveling)."7 This is often reterred
to as a culture ofjealousy

Egalitarianism was not an invention ot
communism. Rather, it finds its roots in the culture

ofthe ,uir. Hedrick Sniith ill 77;e New Russians notes

that the mentality of a person conditioned by tile m ir

was to react "warily against anyone who tried to
advance beyond his peers."Tliis attitude is sii 111 ined
up well by a coinmon saying among villagers.
-Remeniber-the tallest blade of erass is the first to

be cut down by the scythe.'"' A person should not try
to stand above the crowd. the collective.

One implication for cross-cultural 111]nistn- iIi
Russia is that missionaries need to be very sensitive
about issues of lifestyle and finances. Living at a
material level above the majority makes it difficult
to develop close relationships with those who are less
privileged. Mission organizations which hire national
workers have a difficult balancing act as well.

On the one hand. they want to provide reasonable
conipensation as a just and nonexploitative employer.
On the other hand. if this puts the income level of
the national worker significantly above those with
whom he works, resentments are predictable. Also,
high salan- levels make it very difficult for indigenous
churches and ministries to compete for workers.
They invariably have fewer financial resources
available for employee compensation than their
expatriate counterparts.
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Dependence
Itili,i.,11 #ociety fosters a climate ofdependence,

which c.in have its pc,Nitive side. Through my years of
expore to 1211vsi.In culture I gradually have been
coming to tile conviction that the interdependence
tound in Russian culture may better retlect a biblical
world view than dc)eN the individualkin ofAinerican

culture.We in the West can become so protective of
private righth and property that we close ourselves off
from deep. healthy interdependent relationshipx.We
inhure ourselveN to the ilth degree to avoid ever need-
ing help tami .wwone.We believe that we ought to be
willing to give help to people, in keeping Witll biblical
te.ching, but in reality we tend to do so reluctantly,
re,entful of what we suspect is personal irreqponsi-
bility on the part of the needy.Why can't people be
independent and self-sutlicient like us? After all. think
ofall the personal sacrifice we have made to get
ourselve to the point where we don't need to rely on
anyone else. I slispect tliat we rob ourselves of the
Loinonia ofthe New Testament church because we

have elevated self-sutliciency to an abnormally high
position on our priority scale. Russians have much to
teach uf about healthy interdependence.

But the dependence found in Russian culture also
ha its negative side. People who have always been
dependent on parents, on the collective, or on the
state often lack initiative and a healthy sense of
perronal responsibility.They easily may become
dependent upon foreigners and their resources,

which is not helpful to Russians in the long run.
Missionaries. frequently finding themselves subjected
to reguests for money, must undertake a difficult
balancing act: they must exhibit cultural sensitivity,
but not foster unhealthy dependence.

Cheating

A trolibling moral issue related to tile Russiati

collective mindset concerns cheating. A constant
frustration ofWesterners involved in theological
education in the former Soviet Union is how to keep
students from cheating.The Western inclination is to
conclude that seminary students who cheat lack the
integrity needed for tilinistry; they have a sigtlificant
character flaw: and they should be expelled. But thiq
issue requires an additional cross-cultural perspective.

In a communal society relationships are more
important than rules. If a neighbor needs help and
you can provide it, you must. If you need help and
your neighbor can provide it. you ask for it.You and
your neighbor are not competing: you are working
together to further the common welfare.The thought
of potentially damaging a relationship just to
maintain what is considered in Russia a silly. arbitrary
rule is unthinkable. Iii Russia this mentalitv is

instilled from the earliest years and pervades the
entire educational system. Children in school often
work together in groups.Teachers sometimes give
answers to strugglitig students during an examination
to help raise their grades to the level ofthe majority.

I do not conclude from this collective dynamic

tllat cheating among semillary studentw sliould be
condoned. On the contrary, seminari.ms are precifely
the people who need to be taught how to hold up
tileir culture to thi· light of(;od'% Word to make
correction where necessary.The tranwformation of

culture begin with those who uncompromilligly
preach the Word of God and effectively apply it to
everyday litl·. Cheating 15 u'rong: penonal integrity R
CruciaL But we need to be Nemitive to pi,Nitive
element% in RiAvian culture.ind be humble enoligh
to quection our Nometimew individualiftic appro,ich to
education. k it possible to adapt the commimal pirit
in a positive way to enhance the education.11 proce00

alid to avoid plitting studentf iii the pocition of being
torri between relationfhipc and ruleq?  I gradually have 

been coining to ]
implications for Russian Evangelicals

Thi Icillectiviwii of the IttiAvian world view Ims the conviction Ithat the -
both a positive and negative effeet lipon Russian interdependenceyEvangelicals. On the positive side, churclies can
exhibit a wonderful spirit ofcommunity. Believerf are found in Russianl
always helping each other and often exhibit a culture may <acrificial pirit. New believers often talk about

luetter reflect having a close sense of family with their brothers and I
sisters in Christ, which they had not experienced in a biblical world 
their own rather dysfunctional families. I remember
hearing a 16-year-old youth lamenting the fact that view than doesthe individual- 
he would be gone for a week or two and expressing
how much he would miss his church fanjily. ism ofAmerican 

Members will drop in on each other unannounced culture.

and enjoy spontaneous fellowship.  ¢
On the more negative side-froni niy

perspective-is the tendency toward authoritarian
leadership in the church. A high degree of control
may be exercised to maintain the "unity" of the
collective. Church discipline can seem quite harsh at
times from a Western perspective. Some churches
have excommunicated significant nunibers of people.
The reason for this seems to be that within the

Russian Evangelical subculture. church elden equate
independence and lack of conformity with spiritual
pride and arrogance.To disagree with the pastor can
be viewed as blatant pride. and by so doing, believers

may be placing themselves outside of the collective.
In this kind of environment, individual initiative and

expression are often suppressed.

Russia today is in the throes of a fundamental

cultural struggle as it seeks to come to terms with

modernity. Slavic collectivism of many centuries'

Differences Between Collectivist and Individualist Societies

Collectivist Individualist

Children learn to think in terms of"we.' Children learn to think in terms of"I."

Harmony should always be maintained Speaking onek mind is a characteristic
and direct confrontations avoided. of an honest person.

Relationshipq pre,ial over tasks. Tasks prevail over relationships.

Source: Gcert Hofstede, CA,/mros atid OrgallizatiO,ls. Se#11'arc efthe .Mind (London:
McCiraw-Hill. 1991),67.
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standing is now rapidly giving way to a new

indii·idltalifili, although Ituffia iq still fur less
individualitic than N the United States. (Geert
Hofiwde's (ilittlres ,md Orgallizations: Softwtire 01
the 1/imi reported that ot- 53 Cliltille, studied,

In Russia individualism was strongest in the U.S.)11'Thif qhift
in Rusvi.1 tuward inilividtialiIn is particularly

a strongly prevalent .unong young people. and so the struggle

task-oriented often takes on intergenerational iltinelisions.

I approach, which
 makes light of Imp/ications for Western Missionaries

relationships, Alnerican iniUollarie* IMN note that t|ley £ 0111 e

 may achieve from one of the most ilillividualistic culturew in the

world. In ,iddition, U.S. ChristiatiN \villing to velitureshort-term
abroad often have inore than their tliir Nli,ire ot

results, but individualism. even by American cultural standards.

is unlikely to The biggevt ditliculn· facing Amerian missionaries
in Russia today may not be the vtress of living inflourish in the
another culture, the latigilage cliallenge. or the lack

long term. c,ffinaticial qupport. Often, the biggest challenge
is simply getting along with co-workers, whether
expatriates or nationak. While I do not want to
suggest that American miKionaries are more prone
to relation.11 problems than their Korean, Ciernian, or
Finnish counterparts. Americans do tend to respond
to such problems by following a deeply ingraitied
itistinct to strike out on their own in lone ranger

Steven R. Chapman scri,cd as a missicinary in .1/u.·n,w a,id Taturstan, 199+96, with the

Evatigetical Free Clitirch Alission. He completed an XI.A.R. degree at Trinity biternational
University, Dee®'Id, 11.,in 1998.

tishion. If there is a sense that certain teammates or

nationa] partners lire hindering the accomplihillent
of certain goak there is the temptation to isolate
oneself from them or to ignore or bypas, them.

A final i m plicatioil fur the Wextern missionary
enterprise utems from the fact that Ril«ia 6 a highly
relation,11 Nociety. 11elatiothhipf inean everything.
I k·gree<, Nkills---even ministry succes*-mean
relatively little in comp.triNon. hi Rug].1 .1 ani gly
task-oriented approach. which 111,ike light of
relationfhips, in.ly achieve Nhort-ter 111 refilltf, blit A
unlikely to Aourih in the long term. Mi«ionariew
need to understand tliat effective long-term immqtry
can onk· occur in .in ethos of truxt and re·<pect
created by liealtli>· relationship,.Theqe rel,itiondups
rei]11ire time and flexibility in whedule that licie< 11(,t
come naturilly to Westernerq. But such relationelill,%
can be richly rewarding and 111:ly open the door to
fiWificant, lasting ministry. *

1 Yale Richmond, /''rom .\-74·/ t,} 1),1.- I '11,1,7.,£01,/ille '/14
Russi,ins (Yarinouth. ME: bitercultural Pre%. 1992).14-15.

2 Ronald i lingley, /he Russian Mind (Neu-York: Charlei
Scribner's, 1977), 1 22.

3 Ilichillond. Xy€t, 1 -5.
4 Grand Rapids, MI:Eerdinati,1989.93-94; 114-15.

5 Victor Ripp Piz za i it 1 'ti,Min .%,1 ii,in· (New York: Simon
& Schugter, 199(1),114-15.

6 Richmond, Ny€/,20.
7 Ibid., 37.

8 /bid, 34.

9 New York : Random House, 1990,203.

10 London: Mc(;raw-Hill, 1997,53.

Church-State Entanglements
in the Post-Soviet Era

Stephen Holmes

The "separation" of church and state is 90111eti11ies
emblazoned prominently in the new national charters
of Eastern Europe (see. for instance. Article 60.3 of
the Hungarian Constitution and Article 14.2 of the
Russian Constitution).but whatever the constitutions
announce in the abstract. the entanglement of

religion ancl politics is always the case in practice.
Communist-era constitutions. too. drew a sharp line
between church and state (see the 1949 Hungariati
Constitution.Art. 54.2: or the 1977 U.S.S.R.

Constitution. Art. 52.2),although clergymen were
not necessarily deterred thereby from informing on
their tflock to the secret police.Today. needless to say,
eventhing has changed.

Poland

The shape of church-state entanglement in
strong-church nations. such as Poland. differs sharply
from what we find in weak-church nations, such as

Romania or Hungary. For how can the Polish
[Catholic] Church be consigned to the private sphere
when its historical ties to Polish nationalism are so
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deep. and when the tradition of a national church is
more Contilluous than the tradition ofa national

state? How can the Polish priesthood be depoliticized
when its Church is the bearer of so many national
memories, and when. before 1989, it was so

intiniately associated with the opposition to
commutlism? (Among the national denominations in
the region, only the Polish Church call draw popular
legitimacy froni its record of antiC011111111111911 .) After

1989. the Polish Church, having apparently decided
that it was in a fa,-orable position to call in its debts,
launched an aggressive political campaign for the
concordat with theVatican. a ban on abortion,

control over school curriculum, influence over the

media. and so forth. Even though it was not
uniformly successful in these endeavors, it did
establish itself as a formidable player in the nation's
political game.

Romania and Russia

In more thoroughly secularized societies. such as
Romania and Russia. the rinsing of religion out of



public lite i also nearly impossible, but not ti,r the
wme re.N)14 since the churcheN there are so weak.*

Whv do Rushi,ni officials, with no apparent religious
theling (Mo.cow's Mayor Ytiri Luzhkov is a good
ex.imple),itill want to .1[,pear on nation,11 te]Cvt•non
being -b]Med Dy 11.itional religiolli leaders? An
,,dequate ,in4\\'er to thiN question inut begin with the
1110 igh t t h .1 t - d i I 11 £ ) (- racy " i ts e l t iw a c u l tu ra l p ro b l e 11 1
whenever .ind wherever it appar, * .1 foreign
tiliplant with Ji.illow national roots. 111 0,1(-11 .1 setting,
not ( ;oil. blit .1 11,ttional church, however etifuebled in

B own right, can help fortify the inieinic legitimacy
of n,ittonal pohtti'l.u]4, who are being mercik»ly
excoriated .,3 plippets of the Intern.ltional Monetary
|·lind .ind other triumphant outsiders.

Natic,tul churcho, in other words. can help define

the limit+ of permissible Westernization.Their
ilicage K. fureigners c.m control our econoiny. but

they c.mnot touch our souls! This niessage is political
gold.With 80 percent oftelevision programming
produced in the West and video piracy niaking it
technically impossible to arrest Hollywoodk

unremitting onslaught, national politicians will

eagerly mount this last ranipart of cultural
pn,tectionisin.The national churches in Romania
and 14,19sia, for their part, have scant recent

experience m.or skill at, being socially or
psychologically useful to their peoples.They are

therefure naturally intimidated by Protestant
misqionaries who threaten to offer somethitig

ordillary Citi7/1]% might actu,lily wantl.hic explains
why comperition-why religiou leaden will gial||y

"bless an\' pohtici.ni willing to erect "barriers to entry

that promiw to extend the life wp.in of,Ipp,wrntly
noncompetitive Imine indutrieq.The chitrch-*t.Ite -
ent,Ii,glements now' appearing in the region definitely 9Ii the new
rem.1111 worb in progre« whow future cle\'clopments

mational
are both lillport.mt to monitor .ind lillpt)'.hible tti
lil'lli t. charters ot

Eastern Eurni
*Article 3.3 ofthe 1991 Ihilg.tri.iii C :„11*titution c.mierenely

whatever the
de,-1.irt· E.Nern c )rthodo>: c :liri48,111ity' to be the countryA

tr.idition.11 religion. fur even lithr 1111|g.tri.in (:burch h.10 C 011% titiltiO !1%
#titlicient pre.tige to enh.ince th e w ti·\ .tuthority, it h.i.
ill.litlicient cloilt to convittite .1 politic.ll thlr.It. r announce in

i tile abstract, tl
Editor's note: liu·,·rpt n'pri,m·,1 wi//, prn,;ission./mm : entanglement
till East European Constittitional Review 7 (N,ring f

I of religion an,1998), 65-66.Thc ctitive themi issue (1(voted to "CltitrtIt ,
ami State in 1.*istcrn littrope" may bc downloaded from Ihc politics is alwi
EEC:\2 website: litip:/ /11'tt'11.lilittlly,1.edu/Ce€r/. EECR the case in

is pi,b/6·hcd in Russian as Konstitutsiontioe pravo:
practice.

vostoclitioevropie%koe obozrenie. Comalt Oka
Sidon,virh, AL,srow /'ublic Scirm·c /4,„/ic/,ition, An· 245,

/0/000,.1/ciscoiv, Russia; Ic/: 7-095-280-35-26;./Iix:

7-095-280-70- 16; e-mail: post@mps-fore; website:
http: / /u'll'll'.1!lpsj.org/.

Stephen Holmes is editor of the East European Constitutional Review,

'e,

he

Letter to the Editor

Thank you again for publishing my research on cults iii the
fornier Soviet Union. Iii reviewing the article as it appeared iii final
forin (EAST- IVEST CHURCH & AD.\-/STRY REPOR-1 6 (Summer
1998), 1-3). I found two thhigs especially worthy of comment.
First. on page 3, I question the wisdom of using Peter Brierley's
figures. which are evidently out of date (i.e..a 1997 book with
numbers "derived from the 1995 update of the database used by
Patrick Johnstone iii Operatio/; I Ii,rld") and u·hich diverge widely
from those used in Jehovah's Witnesses' own publications. (For
example. the number of cultists in Moldova is given as zero.
whereas in their 1997 Sert,ice Year Report, the Witnesses report a

peak of 14.415 publishers! In contrast. the statistics given for both
Mornions and Jehovah's Witnesses iii Ukraine are grossly intlated.)

Second, on the same page you u-rite: -It is the editor's
impression that. paradoxically, many Western and Russian
Evangelicals and many opponents o f Evangelicals tend to
exaggerate the influence ofcults in Russia.- On the one hand,

I agree that estimates of cult membership and growth have been
blown out of proportion by some parties.As I note in the article.
the wealthv and powerful Mormon church has found Russians
remarkably unresponsive to their missionan efforts, although it
should be added that 1) their political clout enabled them to gain
full registration ahead of many indigenous Christian churches, and
2) Ukraine is proving to be far more fertile terrain for them. as

evidenced by both menibership growth and the recent decision
to build a temple in Kyiv.

On the other hand. the article examines only a small sampling
of the cultic and aberrant groups now active in the former Soviet
Union. so the actual number ofadherents of such movements is

likely to be much larger. Beyond this, such groups have an impact
beyond their immediate nienibership. Based on our five years of
experience at the Center for Apologetics Research, the perceived
need for information about such groups among Christians and the
general public is high; this reflects not only a reaction to sensational
reports in the mainstream press, but the reality that many families
and churches are being troubled and genuinely harmed by
anti-Christian and antisocial religious sects.

Again. I deeply appreciate the opportunity to present this
research to readers of tlie E.4ST- I f 'EST CHURCH 6 lit\-IS-Tja-

REPORT and hope that. despite these areas of disagreement, it will
be of great value to those seeking intormation on the growth and
influence of cults.The section on 'Christian Resources on Cults

iii Russian" is especially iniportant.

Paul Carden

Executive Director

The Centers for Apologetics Research
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Roeder, Norie, Merike Uudam, and Alland Parinan. HAI,
Christian is Estonia? ITallititil: 1:0tonian Evangch/.ition Alli.mee,
1997.

Sources for this 45-page #t.itistic.il Ntlidy include liat,) g.,tliered
from the Extonian Board ofStatistics and Bure,ni of lieligiolls

Ati-.lin:., 1993-94 que:tionnaire to church p.titors, with responsev
"scarcer than expected,".md .1 1994 public opinion 0,!rvey
impon,ored by the Estoni.in Council ofC 'litirches, the Estoili.,11

Bible Society, and the Estoni.in Evangelical Alliance. The U.S.-based

Al]Unce for Satitration Church M.witing <pi)11%01 ed the project.
Research indicates that Estonia is a heavily secularized country:

only come 16 percent ofthe poptilation hold 111etiibenhip in a
Christian church: only 9 percent ofcitizens identity themselves as
believers; and only 7 percent attend church one to tour times per
111 (11 ith.

Available in Estonian at the Kehr.1 Evangelical Free and 13.iptist
Church website: http://5001.ioc.ec/-:111.and/kogudrif/Ntat/
kuikr{).litm. For Inore infurmation, contact Alland Parman,

Kreutzwaldi I, Kelira. EE2240. Estonia; tel: 372-2-764384:

fax: 372-2-765696: e-mail: alland@teek.ee: or Merike U zidam,
Kimgla 16.Tartu, EE2400, Estonia: tel/fax: 372-7-428898.

Editor's Note:.4,cordine to All,ind linlid,1, dll English tratislatio,1
of the entire study can be prepared and maintained 0,1 the intemet.fur
approximately $300. Please contact Alland Parman (address above)
i/- rot, Ivish to assist in this pn#ect.

...

The Donetsk Independent Christian Center. organized iii 1991
by students of the Donetsk Polytechnic Institute, has prepared a
"Russian Electronic Bible" (Slavic Bible 1.5 for Windows 3.1.

3.11,95 or NT).This program has Bible texts in Russian (several
translations), Ukrainian, Church Slavonic, Romanian,

Hungarian, Czech, Slovak, Albanian, Biblical Hebrew,

Greek, Latin Vulgate, English, and other modern languages.

The base package of- Slavic Bible 1.5 (software with Russian Syno(lai
text, cross-references, maps, photos of the Holy Land.Alexander
Men commentaries. Russian dictionary of biblical names, and

topical handbook) is shareware, distributed for the price of four
disks or CD-ROM and shipping and handling only.After a month
of use. the distributors request a payment of Sl(1.

The Donetsk Independent Christian Center is looking for
Christian organizations or missions interested in duplicating and
distributing the Slavic Bible 1.5 for a wholesale price not more than
the equivalent of 162.50 in local currency. For more information,
or to order Slavic Bible 1.5. contact Sergei A. Fedesov, Christian
Center. Ul. Pintera 18-27,340120 Donetsk. Ukraine: tel: 038-

0622-346475; e-mail: sergej(*nova.donetsk.ua: website:
http://www. gospel.crimea.ua/resource. html.

...

Manastireanu, Danut. "The Place of Scripture in the
Orthodox Tradition." M.A.Thesis. London Bible College, an
Associated College of Brunel University, 1994.50 pp. Reviewed
by Mark Elliott.

The author explores the Easterii Orthodox understanding of
the interrelationship of the Church. Scripture, andTradition.While
the consensus aniong most Orthodox is that the Church is the
preeminent partner in this "trinity," more disagreements emerge
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in the ranking ot-Scripture alid Tradition."Some authors tend
to give Seripture a higher alithoritj which makes their poiltion
compatible, at least to a certain extent, with the Protestant
illiderwtanding."Twentieth-centilry lilissian Orthoilox thi·ologian
Nergiuq 1;zilgakov, in ./lic Or//wihix (]Miri h. thil, Untes that"the

Word of(;od A above all other witries of taith, especially ofall
Ir,tilition." ()then. such as ]111ieteent|i-century Greek theologian
C |iristos Androutsos, in his Spii/kilics, eq Lute -the s,une value" to
trailition and Scripture.

The explanation for the ditll·renee cal] be found m the two
directionw that divide Orthollox downatics in the tu·entieth
century. An,iroutfos represents the older direction, which is a
ti,rin of C)!-tlic,dox echolasticism of Ronmn-Catholic origin,
h.lvilig lt•. roots m tile theology ofthe counter--Retorm,itic)11.
ThiN expl.iins its lou·er view of Scripture and the reectire
higher view of tradition, as a reaction on the Reti,rined
111,,1>,tence on the priliciple st)/a st-rilitfird.

The other direction, represented by Sergiuq Bulgakor .ind
other Rusfian theologi.ms, in Russia .md in the I liApor., ai
well as .1 number of other writers such as I )uinitril St.miloae,

John Zizioulaf. and KallistoN Ware, stands under the itilluence
of Pseudo-1 )yonysius, St. Maximus the Confessor.,lilli
St. Gregory Pal.imas. Even if this group of theologiatis is
more inclined tb,iii the otherN to atlirm the Nupremacy ot
Scripture over tradition, at the same time, because oftheir
N.icranientalism, they tend to give an exaggerated importance
to the liturgic use of Scripture, which is considered by far the
most important one.The result is a neglect of the private lise
of Scripture in the life of the Orthodox believer (pp. 3()-32).

As the above treatment illustrates, Manastireanu is adept at clear

summary and synthesis of compler theoloig. He also demoustratef
careful and balanced judgment. as in the following thought-
provoking conclusion: -Lack of instruction in the Scriptures iii the
Orthodox circles has opened the gate for a lot of confusion and
syncretism, while a practical neglect of tradition in the Protestant
milieu has given birth to liberalism and colitinuous fragillentation"
(p. 35).

11, request a copy of"The Place qf Scripture in the Orthodox Tradition,"
cotitact Damit Maltilstirrallt{,Str. Colitimlei Nr. 18, Bl. K6 Ap. 4,6600

lasi, Romaizia; tel: 40 32 156 156;fax: 40 32 215 255; e-mail:
danut@niail.diitis.ro. Availablefree-el--cliarge i,ia e-mciil.

...

Downes, Stan, ed. Ghidul Retelei Organizatiitor Crestine din
Romlnia [Directory of the Network of Christian Ministries in
Romania]. Bucharest: OC International, 1998.

OC International, in cooperation with the Romanian Evangel-
ical Alliance, has produced a preliminary edition of a directory of
47 Christian organizations. A second edition projected for 1999
anticipates coverage of an estimated 200 church and parachurch
ministries. Each entry, in Romanian and English, includes natiie.
address, phone, fax, e-mail, denominational affiliation, name of
director, name and address of international affiliate, beginning date ill
Roniania, number of full-time staff, publication(s), and description.

CClosing sections of the directory list organizations by types of
ministries and by geographic regions (counties). Cost for the
43-page directory is S8 to Europe and $12 to the US., postage
included. Checks drawn on US. banks should be sent to OC

International, Box 36900, Colorado Springs, CO 80936-6900.
Contact: Stan Downes. OC International. C. R 57-93, Bucharest.

Romania; tel/fax: 40-1-323-7710; e-mail: DownesSI)@aol.com.
...



rhe Russian Rceional Report is published weekly vi.1 e-mail by the
E.1.IWewt IliNtitlite (EWI), New York, NY, fi,rmerly known as the
Invtitute ti,r E.,3tWest Studies. Part of the EWI Understanding Russia
Project, it k "designed to provide a steady flow ofinformed ,111.ilyqis
that ,eek. to tilentity eine King ideas, trends, and patterns ofpower
mil governance in Rogia. Each issue contains articles on the many
regic„,3 of Ruvsia under headin* such as breaking news. pattern
„fregion.,1 development, center-periphery relations, social and
ecom,inic igsileN. ti)reign ties, and ipecial regional reportv.While thi·
Russi<,i, Ri.ric,nal Rt,/Jor/ deals primarily with busitiefs and political
news, it is one of the best sources of regular inforination
on current events outside of Moscow and St. Petersburg.
1 he Internet Edition is available free of charge. 16 receive
the R Kit-hacruct Edition, compow .1 inessage to rorttillig@iewS.org.

Le,wing the subject fidel blank, in the text of the letter, type
"ful,veribe regions," then first and last 11,11lle ailll illhtitlitional
attiliation. An Executive Eclition ofthe Russiti// 1<i'i:ic),wl Rcpcirt N .110,)
avail,ible, with both print and e-mail options, for $475/year.The
most recent edition i0 available on the EastWest Institute website, .lild

a searchable archive ofback issues since Auguwt 1996 is provided ti,r
paid subscribers. For more information, contact Robert Ortttilig.
Senior Editor, EastWi™t Institute, 700 Broadway, Neu'York, NY
1( H )03: tel: 212-824-41 (H): fax: 212-824-4149: e-mail:

rorttungiews.org: website: http://www. iews.org/.
...

Rutland, Peter, ed. The Challe,ige of Integration:Annital Survey
of Eastern Europe and the Former Soviet Union 1997 (New York:

EastWest Institute, 1998).

This 352-page volume provides summary and analysis of key
political and economic developments iii each country ofthe regioni
during 1997. Supplementing the chapters are maps, data boxes,
documents. profiles, and sidebars.The .4//,iii,1/ Sunry /997 can be
ordered for $85 using the online order form at the M.E. Sharpe web-
site (littp://www.MESharpe.roni). A discount price of S25 is available
for subscribers to the lf[17 Russian Reeional Report (see above).

...

The hardcover edition of the English-Russian Dictionan'for a
ChristianTranslator A now available from Peter 1)eyneka 11.ugsian

Ministries.The 8,000 entries, triple the number oftlie pre\·ious
edition, include Orthodox, Protestant, and Catholic theological
terms. with "problem" words specifically niarked. It also includes
a list of the seven most common errors that Christian translators

make and a list of differences in Russian and English Bible chapter
designations. Available for $30 in the USA at PDR,M. Box 496,
Wheaton. IL 60189; tel: 630-462-1739: fax: 630-690-2976;

e-mail: rmusa@mcimail.com: website: http://u-u·„:russian-
mmistries.org. In Russia, contact Assotsiatsiya Dukhortiove
Vozrozhdeniye: Kv. 29-30 Novive Cheriomushki. ul. Nanietkina,
Korpus 5.117420 Moscow, Russia; tel: 7-095-719-7945; fax: 7-095-
719-7890; e-mail: nadp@asr.ru: website: http://www.asr.ru.

...

Religiya i prat,o: informatsionno-analiticheskiY zhurnal [Religion
and the Liw: A Journal of Information and Analrsis] is published

bimonthly by the Institute for Religion and Law (Instimt Religii i
Prat,a). Moseou·.This inforniative Russian-language journal. edited by
Protestant human rights lawyer Anatoly Pchelintsev. contains articles
on topics such as religion and the nlilitary. recent news relating to
legal proceedings, and recommendations for registration of Christian
organizations.Also included are statistical data. contact information

tor relevant parties. and notices of upcoming events iii the sphere of
religious liberty in Russia. For a table of contents 01Volume 6. see

http://www.glasnet.ru/-irlaw/journ,116.htin. For current price and
subscription information, contact: [iMitute for Religion and Law,
Leninski Prospekt 20,117071 Moscow Russia; tel: 7-095-795-3979;

fax: 7-()95-954-9255: e-mail: irlaw@glaqnet.ru; wel,vite
littp://www.glasnet.ru/-irlaw/.

...

St„,hodit s,14'sti i ric)„1,4,1 rch/cnic si,oh,),h)), mass,ir,<9' il!/c,r,it,itsic)':

zashrhifil chesfi, dosfoinstra i del,)!,i,), repi, 1,1fsii (1'rct·,1,3,11 Ut
Conscience ,md the Misuse uf /:n·cdom efthe Press: De/i'"se c?/
Honor, Domity, and Business Rcp„ ti,tionj A a practical textbook
publtilied by the |!Mitlite fur Religion ,mi| 1..,w in May P)98.
Author An.itoly I'chelititwv ex,imines legal tr,Itegies t<,r detl·tiding
the replitlition ofcitiil·11• .111(1 religiouw org.mintic)11% from
uir,crupulougourn.ilio. 1·or- current (»t and ordering nitbrm.ition,
contact the 111Ktitilte ti,r Iteligion and I.,w (aildre<# :1114>ve). 0

Lessons Foundations

Have Learned in

Eastern Europe
Ali, i,/ (litigkY

Editor's Note. 6·ssons h·,irucd by lii'ster,i./Iumdaions um·ki,W in
postcommunist societies aill be of betictit to i-litirch ami paradmrcli ,; liNNiofts

workine in the rceicm.

There are a nitinber offactors that contributed to the successes

foundations experienced in asisting democracy in Central
Europe. Among the most important are significant local
involvement a high com,ergence between the ends. the means.
and the resources available: and an emphads on sustainability.
Sustainabilin· is the clearest measure of success. Perhaps the single
most important factor in sustainability is providing significant
opportunities for local involvement. including real partnerfhips

Strong. effective leaders by themselves are not enough. Also
essential are strotig local statE and boards, and locally adapted
modes of operation that support the institution k objectives.
Having transparent democratic governance that promotes
accountability is important. too. Appropriate local operations and
staffs are necessary to build strong. trust-based relationships.They
are also critical to ensuring that the foundationk activities are truly
responsive to local needs rather than being a retlection of the
foundationk perceptions of u'liat those needs may be.All these
steps are helpful for sustainability. Empowering local partners with
decision-niaking authority is essential to aily project's long-term
success. Engaging them in every stage of the project is also E.
important. *

Exce,pt reprinted with permission#om Ket,in 1-7:- Quie/cy, For
Democracy's Sake, Foundations and Democracy Assistance in
C.entral Europe (Baltimorc,.1/D: ITZ,odic,ti, Ii'ilson Cc,iter Press, 1997).

Hardhack,$38: paperback, $ 15.95. Arailablefrom jolits Hopkins

University Press, 2715 X Charies St., Balrititorc, MD 21218-4319;
tel: 800-537-5487 or 41()-516-6900: fax: 410-516-6998, e-mail:

bkinfo@jimpress; web site: littp: / /unmt'.pressjlm.edit.
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Russia: Secret Police Lowering Iron Curtain On Internet
jillic .1/(Wi'n

A Russian Internet expert believes Russia'N secret police are
poked to implement .1 regul.ltion that will permit them to nionitor
all eectronic In,111 and Ilitertiet comnmnications in the country
without having to sliou· a u.irr.int. Aliatoly Levenchuk, the
webmaster of.1 special site devoted to educating the public about
thi· new regulation, told RFE/RL in ,1 telephone interview from
Moscow tliat he is exposing the regulation. coile-named SORM-2,
as .111 .ittempt by the Necret police to return to totalitarian-style
tactill Levenchuk says SORM-2-which +tands for 'Nystem. for
ensuring inveftigative activity"-is ,111 eli|141!lcement of NORM- 1,
a regulation already in pl,ice in Russia. According to Levenchuk,
SORM-1 permits furz'eillance ofspecific electronic mail or Internet

Sharyl Corrado, compiler

Editor's Note: Find below, a description 4 additional useful websites,
contintted.front EAST-WEST CHURCH & MINISTRY REPORT 6 (Spri,ig

1998),3-6. For additional new links, constilt tile Instittitefor East- It Pst

Christian Studies website: littp:/ /unint'.wheaton.edu/bgc/iewes/links.htm.

Center forApologetics Research
http://members.tripod.coin/-(JAR/ (in English)
Formed in 1993, the primary task ofthe Center for Apologetics
Research, St. Petersburg, liussia. is to equip Christian leaders and
laitx in the former Soviet Union to defend the historic Christiati

faith by providing training and Russian-language resource materials
on cults.This informative web page provides a complete list of the
Center's Russian-lan©iage resources, as well as coniplete texts
(requires Adobe Acrobat Reader) of 16 of its 66 articles, brochures,
newsletters, and books.

Christian Website Collection

http://www.glasnet.ru/-zeleny/ch_cites.htm (in Russian, KOI-8)
Mikhail Zeleniy. an Orthodox believer and student at St, Filaret
Orthodox Christian High School. has compiled a list oflinks
to various Russian Orthodox institutions, including eparchies,
churches, monasteries, educational institutions, social organizations.
and publishers, as well as links to English-language Orthodox sites
and other Christian sites worldwide. Zeleniy has also provided links
to 31 Russian-language theological and philosophical texts at
http://www.glasnet. ru/-zeleny/theologi.htm. including articles
by a number of Orthodox clergy and theologians.

Chrzeicijahska Spolecznoit
Internetu (Christian Internet Fellowship)
http://www. chsi.rubikon.net.pl/ (in Polish)
Contains many links and addresses to fellowships all over Poland
and is known for its forum which contains 30 to 60 letters daily-
usually small notes with references to facilitate use.The site also has
a library of Evangelical Protetint and Catholic writings. including
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communication, but only after officials petition the courts for ,1
warrant. SOKM-2 would require all Itussian Internet and network
prov i derq t o i 1 14 ta l l a < c,- ca l l ed " bl ac k b ox," o r spe ci a l < u t·,·e il la n c e
device, in their main computers and devote a high-speed line chrectiv
to each local F%13 (secret police) department.

Source: Excerpt reprinted uith permission fi-Om the 1 I i.(,66,),
A/,W'izine of Radio Free Europe / R,idio Liberty, 2() Auguvt P)98.
Tile complete text is .wailable Iit http://wu·w.rferl.org/tica/fe,itures/
1998/08/ERU.98()82(}1251()2.html.

l.clitork- Non': 1 7,·,i' Ii·"cm-huk k website £11 hirp://ti,ti,uu'ic'. ri,//f'/4'r/11:'11/1,1 /
sont,/ (in Russia,17. h'venchi,k al.,·,1 mai,1/£,ins a smaller, 1.,Jeh:sh-/,itieli,let'
site at http://unt,titice.ni/libertarill,11/e, 11/sorm/. New 7.2,11,11!d ditillst
Critie (lirey alst) mailiwins a helpful ti,clisifc ift- 1twlis/1-1,1,Wli,let' NCWS Oil
h'(')Rat ami issues if intertict mid r-mail privacy at http: / /11,1,}te.i lear.net.
'C /1 ?two /rescarch/sc,rm.litm. For a comprchensit,c analysis ef SOR.ll,
see.14'tilicm' IN,rzo, "Rtissian ligislation Strikes 14'ar 0,1 the Ner,"The

Industry Standard, 5.4,#eus, 1 998, al,ailal}le tit Iltip://11'1(il',thestilltilard.
net/articles/news_display /0,1270,13()(1,()0.html.At presetit, tio tvord has
13'en received im the implementation ef Sc )11.\1-2 reettlations. *

articles of Profeffor and Roman Catholic Priest Franciszek

13]aclinicki. fozinder of Polatidk O.KisYouth Movement.

Hope for Europe
http://www. life.org/toc.htin (in Englisli)
Hope for Europe. a pan-European, German-based evangelical
initiative "aiming to help Christians proclaim and demonstrate both
the contemporary and eternal hope of the Gospel ofJesus (Christ:'
cooperates with the Association of Interiiational Mission Services-
Germany to provide a multitude ofresources on European missions
and evangelism. Includes articles, press releases, contact information
and links for mission-sending organizations, and a variety of other
information, such as profiles of people groups in the Caucasus and
a bibliography on postmodernism.

The Institute for Religion and Law
http://www. glasnet.ru/-irlaw/ (in Russian, 1251 Windows;
and English)

The goals of die Institute for Religion and Law which works
in close cooperation witli the Russiall State Duma and serves as
a consultant to religious and nonprofit organizations iii the areas
of freedom of conscience and human rights, include developing
and improving church-state relations and defending freedom of
conscience. Includes the complete English and Russian texts of
the 1997 Russian religion law and analyses ofthe law by Director
A.V. Pchelinstev and lawyerMV. R.yakhovsky.
Keston Institute

http://www. keston.org/ (in English)
An Oxti,rd-based research and information center dealing with
religion iii communist and postcommunist countries. Keston
Institute has championed religious freedom since 1964 acting as
publisher, research institute, and news agency Included on its web
page are sample articles from Keston's three publications: Keston
News Sen,ia': Relition, State & Society; and Frotitier AI,wazine; and
subscription intormation.

MIRT Christian Publishing
http://www.cityvision2000.com/vl/ (in Russian 1251 and
English)

This Russian Christian publishing house iii St. Petersburg has
published 31 books to date, u·ith plans for 22 more.The site includes



bibliographical intormation and descriptionw ofthe bookv publidied,
1, well b pictures ofthe coveri.The site also containg a
downloadable newspaper and an excellent liNt ofe-mail and webjite
idilreises ofehurches and Chrlitian orgallizations throughout |411%%i.1.

Roman Catholic Church in Poland

http://www.ipipan.waw.pl/-klopotek/Church/rec_in_p.litm
(in English, with links to Polish)
Contain, links to homepages of 20 ofthe 42 Catholic dic,ceses of
14,1,ind, biographies of Polish silints, Catholic education, C :atholic
in,» Inedia, and church government, as well 1% articles on |'011 ,)1
church history, architecture..1,1,1 tr.iditions. M.tilit.ililed by
Mieczyslaw Klopotek. assist.int professor of ]71.,them.itics,Warsaw
Univerfity of'lechnology.

Russian-American Christian University
http://www.racu.org (in English and Russiati. Windows 1251)
I.ici·uNed by tile Russian Ministry of Edlication, the ItliNNi.ill-
American Christian University is a Moscow-based liberal arts
univercity grounded in historic biblical Christianity.The university
trives to train Russian students to be agentc (,frenewal and
reconciliation in the 11 niversity, t|le church, society. atid tile world
of busine<x. Along with course catalohf in Englkh and ItziNqi:n,
recent RACU news, and detailed iii fi,rmation on tile history and
governance of RACU, the site includes Reflections on Rtissia, a series

of essays on Russian culture in tlux by RACU founding president,
1)r.John 13erfibauni.

Russian Literature Ministries

http://www.rlin.org (in English)

The Oregon-based Russian Literature Ministries website includes
ordering int-ormation for more than 100 Ruffiati-language Christian
books. reference works, and videos available through its Moscow

office, Tri.id Chrhtian Pul,lihing. F.specially helpful are degiption,
of each title, ino.t of which .ire tr,1114:itio!14 4,1- English work.

Synod of Bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church
Outside of Russia

http://www.synod.coin/ (in Englixh)
1 11'ovide, a concise hiqtory ot the Iii»un Ortlic >dox Church (hibide

Russia; a worldwide directory 01 parix}ie and re|,itell institutions; d

directory of clergy worlilwide, including names, .Mdrefses, telephone

and tlix numben,.ind e-In.iiI .idlireffes; synoll new#:.111,1 linki to
110( c )It-related gites.

Virtuilna Krest'ansi<:i Kaplnka

(formerly Czech and Slovak Christian Page)
http://www.k.,phika.sk/ (In Slovak)

Among the go,114 01- t 1 113 page, created by niternct yk ('i .11 14, 111-an 14].iv
Vartik iii Bratidava, Slowkia, are keeping .in updati·li lit of„'Cliitcs
provic |ing i liti)1·11 1.ition al,out tbe Christi.111 t.11 th Cpi im.trily ( .itholic
,ind I lither,iii) dild culture ill Slovakia..mil providing a fite
interesting fur both Christian. and nonbelievers. Ilic-luded .,re
large titiinbers of links, as well .is information about Churches,
organizations, upcoming events, literature, and culture. A search
engine facilitates use of this site. *

Correction

The EA.gl [ 1 1-rr CHURCH 6 A D.\'IN-1-Ri REP( )R'r 11 i ift.ike lily

reported in volume 6 (Stiinmer 1998). 11, that the Armeni,ill
Apostolic Church had withdrawn itc membership fr<,in the
World Council ofehurches. It has not. The editor expresses

his regret fur this error.

"Successful" Ministry (cotitimied.from bark page)

Some could simply be a desire to look good.
Undoubtedly, we are fascinated with the worldly
image of success-large nunibers. a triumphant
march towards victory, satisfaction with the rightness
of oiir own unique approach. And perhaps it is in part
due to our own sinful desire for control, and fear of

change, which would threaten our security.While

our spoken theology tiiay appear flawless, our practice
often reveals an assumption that individuals are not
iniportant in and oftheniselves, but are simply part
of a larger structure designed for their own good.
If any belonging to this structure cause problems.
they are seen as dangerous, rebellious. weak, or sinful
(to name but a few options) and are best removed.

Diminishing Human Dignity/Diminishing
God's Greatness

Francis Schaeffer. in Hoic, Should I* 77,en Uve?,

Whatever Happened to the Human Race? and other

books, points out that, since people were created
in God's iniage, treating them as less than human

is wrong and, in fact. insulting to the Creator. By
diminishing the value of humanity as created by
God. we diminish God's greatness. viewing Him as
something less than divine.We dare not deny human
beings their God-given personalin·. freedom. will.

emotions, creativity, or uniqueness-for all ofthis
reflects God's character.

Thinking about true spiritual priorities has had an
incredible effect on my view of niinistry. discipleship.
and the Church. Repenting of my sinful views of
people as alternately burdens or means of maintain-
ing a successful image. I now experience far less
tension.While formerly nlourning decreasing
numbers at gatherings, I now rejoice in genuine
depth of growth demonstrated by some members.
The pressure to appear successful is still very much
felt in Christian circles. It has been hard to allon·

young Cliristians genuine freedom to grow, especially
when this conflicts with strategic progranis and long-
planned events.We need to abandon sinful patterns in
ministry that anioutit to targeting and nianipulating

people.We need to say no to the worldly image of
success, asking God to give us true freedom from
other people's opinions. Progress ma)· seem slou·, but
we continue at God's pace. Above all. we must not
insult our Creator by treating His human beings,
created in His image. with anything less than their
rightful human dignity. *

Olga Loukmanova, Nizhny Xot:¢on,d, Russia, tradics English ar .Nizhmy Notgorod St,ifc
Ling!(istic l-nit'crsity. She serves on the hoard ef Socbshrhestro Sti,dentot, Kilristian (Fellowship
of Christian Sti(dents). an independent Rtissi,in student mot,cment itith-fraternal links ii,ith

biter\'arsity Christi,m Fellowship.
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El)!TORIAL

"Successful" Christian Ministry: Confusing
the Appearance and the Substance

A Confession

While wh.H ! write R m no way im otlicial

opinion ofa chiirch or .in organintioti, it 11», been
on iny mind-1.,re I *ay, pirit-tbr Noine time. It h.ntire people 
to do with the wav we. RitNian (hriNtian leader<,

ere created treat peop|e m mr initiNrv, our view ot people and

in God's image, I niiniNtry-«nir whole worldview.Whether we realize

it or not, every action and niotive retlects our basic
treating thein as ]1 valiteund belieR. Calling ourqelveN (:hristians. we
less than human 1 muft strive to let biblical trlith trall'.torm our minds,

is wrong and, in  .„ill Conqequently our work and attitudes (jolm 8:32)
fact, insulting to

Those of us who came to know Christ as adults

(as have many Russian believers) carry an incredible

the Creator. , amount of"baggage." dragging our previous philos-
ophieN and practice< into our new Christian life.
We are often unan·are ofthi. 13llt that makes it even

more urgent to deal with these issues as soon as
pogible, before we hurt or wound more people.
I have in inind ilistatices where we Christians treat

each other as mere means to .in end. as "pe*- to fill
empty holes in ministry, as ego-bootters, or a< threat.
I write tliis because I myself have been both guilty
ofsuch attitudes and a victim ofthem. Let me give
sonic exatiiples.

Evangelism, Discipleship, and Ego

Several times in Russia I have witnessed street

evangelism in which people were practically pushed
to "pray a simple prayer," and. cringing, did so out
of mere politeness to a foreign guest-so that later
that day believers could praise God for yet another
brother or sister and proudly declare tllat "today we
had 52 divine appointments." I thank God that He
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'Nategeton

brought *ome ot the<e people into the church.Yet iti
tic, secret th.it thet· werr very few.

Very often Ruwwian ( liricti.m le.iden Neem more
concerned with the .ple.ir.mee of thing,; than with
their e<Nence. In my experience, the vigon of one
local pastor happelled to include org.mizing believerv
into hoine groups fur tbilim·Ep and disciplohip
When sever.il members of the cotigirgation
temporarily chose not to .ittelili such meetings,
church leaders-in a milli .illd friendly manner-
insisted upon their .ittendance. 1 lowever, after talking
to tile pastor, these church members were left
depre«ed, feeling as if they had been "walked over.
One was upset that no one asked her whY dic chose

not to attend. She felt no one cared about her

relatiotislii p with God. Rather, leaders were anxious
that she comply with their vision of the church and
not difrupt the status quo.

Dther examples can be given.A pastor asked a
member of his congregation why lie never prayed
aloud iii public, the view of succesq in that
congregation being that "a powerful church is at all
tiniec filled with the Spirit." (In practice, this meant
praying loudly and emotionally.) Sadly, the question
seemed to reflect the pastork concern not so much
for tlie believer. as for conformity in his congre-
gation. Another pastor confefsed to feeling insecure
when his congregation was silent. needing to hear
their amenf during the sernion. Silence was perceived
as a threat. I remember personally fuming inside, even
breaking out in anger. when memberq of a local
Christian student group failed to pray aloud at prayer
meetings. to participate in evatigelistic events, or to
arrive oil time and behave "properly" at various
Christian functions. 1 mvself was concerned with

our group appearing successful, so that no one could
peg us as 'unhealthy," rather than with the true and
real spiritual well-being and development of the
members. It was a boost to my ego as a leader to
"produce" good Christians.When yozing and
iiiintature believers "messed things up," I firmly
believed that they were the guilty ones, and that. but
for them. we u·ould have had everything together.

A Desire to Look Good

I do not presume to analyze the causes of these
attitudes that too often prevail iii our churches and
organizations. Some may be due to years of
Communism, where we were pressed to produce
results and give successful reports to authorities.
Some of it is due to humanism. the dominant

philosophy of the Communist society for so long.
fronunued 01' page 19)


