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 The 1997 Russian Law on Religion:The Demographics of Discrimination*
.Uirk' 1./lit,ft with Sh,iryl Cornidi,

Ri,%<i.1'N September 1 997 law on religion repl.iced tile
October F)90 1,tw on freedom ofcon<cience, u'idely

.ipplal](led ti,r its c.,reful vtl·gitards ofreligious liberty.'
111 silillill.try, the new |egidation alix for .1 two-tier
.ipprc).ic-11 to .t.itc recognition of religious bodies.
A privileged tew "traditional" religic,liN, inchiding
tile |ilissian Ortlic,dox Church, are designated as
"religious org,mizationC \\·hile less-favored "religiou%
,groups tace major impediments to tree exercise ot
religious rights, Fifteen years ofstate registration on

4,good behavior are required before a "religious group
can aspire to become a "religious organization."2

FactorsThat Have Worked Against
Harsh Enforcement

Implementation of the 1997 law to date has been
uneven.At least iii the short run, a number of factors

n This /ssue
appear to have worked against consistently harsh

rovincial Reports application. including: 1) Russia's centuries-old
on Russian I,aw on experience with finding ways around official

eligion PAGES 2-4 requirements: 2) certain ambiguities in the law
and ambiguities and delays in the preparation ofacedonian
implementing reglilations: 3) the growing use

vangelicals Win
ofe-mail. which appears to have made it difficult

ourt Case

PAGES 6-7 for local Russian authorities to engage in blatant
religious discrimination without rapid public

o Bulgaria With scrutiny; and 4) Russian human rights lawyers
ve PAGES 8-91 inventive utilization ofati apparent oversight iii

 the law to the advantage of religious tiiinorities.ollectivism Article
i Protestant attorney Vladimir livakliovsky is

Triggers Lively I
 convinced he has found a loophole for 11011-Response
9 Orthodox in the language of this rushed legislation.PAGES 9- / 0
9 He believes that drafters by mistake failed to restrict

esources PAGE 12 "centralized religious organizations" (CRO) and that
forming a CRO should effectively circumvent most

Practically Speaking ,
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discriminatory and punitive provisions of the new
* 1997 law on religion.

News Notes
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*The presem article ts excerpted from a revised vernon ef a paperCalendar of Events
origitially delivered at the annual meeting of the American

PAGE 14
Assodation for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, Boca Raton, FL,
25 September 1998.7-lie aunplete paper idbrthcoming iii
Religion, State and Societv. the Ke,ton Journal,

At Least Sixty-Nine Documented instances
of Repression

Still, litl· since p.10<,Ige oftlic Lw li.K not been c.y
fi,r maily who widi to worwhip out•;ide the thld of
the Moscow Patriarchate. I he first 15 months of the

new law included at le,Mt 69 fpecific inst,Ilk*ef offt.ite
11,11-,19>,illent, retriction, or till-eat of restriction, ag,mixt
non-Mogcow P.itriarcliate religious communities iii
the Russian Republic. (See the forthcoming Kexmli
article for a table of incidents.) Most Orthodox and
Coquck actions against religious minoritiesl-with
the passive assent of the state--are not documented.
On the other h.md, reported illst,iliceN of discrimin-
ation or reprecsion to date have been relatively few,
compared to what cotild have bee 11 expected,
considering the stringent language of the law·P

The Demographics of Discrimination

While the tabulation of 69 incidents undoubtedly
is incomplete, it still reveak certain patterns and
demographics of discrimination under the new lau·
on religion.' Fifty-two ofthe 69 reported incidents
involve Protestants (37 indigenous groups, 11 foreign
missionary organizations, and four both); eight
incidents involve Catholics; six incidents involve

Orthodox, including two reprisals against Mcscow
Patriarchate clergy not supportive ofthe new law;
five incidents iIivolve cults: one incident involves

Old Believers; and one incident involves Jews.

Indigenous Protestants
The months before passage of the new lan- witnessed
a barrage o f press attacks against foreign cults and
Protestant niissionaries, However, cults (5 instances, or
7.2 percent) and Protestant missionaries (15 instances,
or 21.7 percent) together account for only 27.5
perceiit (19 instances total, including one affecting
both Protestants and cults) of reported govertillient
restrictions or threats of restrictions. IIi contrast, 59.4

percent (41 of 69) of reported iIlcidents involve
indigenous Protestants.

(continued 0,1 paige 2)
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Rusian Law on Religion (con't from page 1)

Cults

Surprisingly, foreign cults have been comparatively
unaffected by the latest wave of religious
discrimination (only four reported incidents).And
Mormon, actually appear for the moment to be
enjoying something of a privileged status, despite the
minimal responxe of the Russian people to their
missionaries. Mormons' otticial recobwition as a
centralized religiou< or*mization, a preferred status
under the new la»i,in legislation, came on 15 May
1998.juvt days before the U.S.Congress voted yea
or nay on IU»i.ni aid, which w.1% contingent upon
evidence of Mofcow's nondit·rimination iii religion.H

More About Protestants: Pentecostals and
Evangelical Christians-Baptists
Penteco*[.ils have h.id the gre.iii·st dilliculty ofany
group to date (20 ot- 69 reported incidents, or 29
percent).Twelve reported incidents involve Evaligelical
Chriti.n»·B.iptists (17.4 percent), whic|i h Nurprhing,
since this church satiffieN the "fifteen-year rille" .lilli
theoretically diozild not tice rextriction·,.

Repression Reversed

A final ob·rvation regarding state harassment,
rebtrictions, .ind threats of restrictions against religious
minorities: It ic Ntriking, to date, how often represNive
measitrew Lif,Iuthorities have been unsuccessful or
rever<ed, and how often believers have refuwed to be
intimidated. In at least 15 instaticeN. otliciak fo far,
have not had their way." For example. in November-
December 1997, iii loslikar-Ola, capital of the Mari
El Autonomous Republic, Billy Graham Evatigeliftic
Association evangelistViktor Hamin. a linsfian-
German OmigrO with Canadian citizenship, organized
a preaching crusade with the help of local Evangelical
Christians-Baptists. Mari El authorities granted
permission, withdrew permission, and again reversed
themselves, finally allowing the ineeting, to be held,
following a blizzard ofe-mail reports and e-mail
appeals for readers to phone or fax the Mari El
president opposing restrictions.1'

The most recent instance, and a quite dianiatic
exaniple of religious discrimination reversed, involves
Russia's June 1998 denial of one-year visas for
foreign niissionaries. even as they continued to
be issued to foreigners for business and cultural
purposes.Without explanation, Moscow began
issuing only three-month visas to foreign religious
workers, and again. without explanation, on
26 August, Moscow reversed itself and began, once
again, issuing one-year visas to missionaries."

What the Future May Hold
Russian President Boris Yeltsin very likely will

be succeeded by a nationalist beholden to Russian
Orthodox·y who will be little su-ayed by Western
ideas of hunian rights.12 post-Yeltsin repression
certainly is possible. perhaps even probable. But it

appears unlikely that any state actions will end
Protestant, Catholic, non-Moscow Patriarchate
Orthodox, and cult presence in itaissia. short of an
improbable return to Stalinism or its equivalent,
Basically, a decade of unprecedented opportunities
(1989-98) created enough of an expanded
infrastructure that many faith communities outside
thi· fold of the Moscow Patriarchate should be able

to weather any coming storm. *
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Provincial Reports on the 1997
Russian Law on Religion: Mixed Messages
E.ditor', Note: hdant,ary 1 999, .\,/oscow's Ass·oricition./br Spirim,d Rcm,ti,al,,#liliwed with l i S.-/),iscd 14'rer
11·ym·ka Russia,1 .1/inistrics, hosted a ,-0,;li·re,ice ji,r Ii,ific„j,il nprcs,·matit,cs el-its Ifiwileclism cuid C'hun-h jil,ititine
O,trers from across the.A,rmer Miwict l 'tlil)11.14'ter 1)C)'11'lit JK, lsA,cd p,irri,-it),1,18 to summarize the unpact w R ussia k
1997 law on religion im their nlitlistry.jtist ils jolirticilists h,we ('01111}trilted lipon litict'(·11 ('tifi,n-clitclit 01 tile law to
d,in-seric,„s n'strit-tic,its in somi' hic,th's .ind m:Yliei/,h· inrcd·rena· 1,1 Whers--so kw, tht· n'Spt,),ses c#-ci„ili·n·m-C
p,irticipants stteet·st a Colltnlilit-ft,ry paft('r,1 L,f t"!tilrit';}Itill.

REPORTS FOR THE WORSE

* Salekhard,Yamalo-Nenetsky Autonomous Region
l'he 1.,u' on freedom ofreligion 11.1. lii.ilic
litillistly' MU)re ilithailt 111 our region.'kklay wr
,irc not .illc,well to pre.,ch the Gopel in <chook or
in ,nly other ecillcatioll.11 ilistitiltionh. Betbre the
I.nv u·.13 p.iN:ed, we regularly viited chililrenk
hoine anil schools where Nentsy 'ind Khanty
children both live and stuily. We are no Ic,tiger
,JIL)wed to viSit these institlitions.

* Ukhta, Komi Republic
I here .irc frequent att.icks from the Ort|10£10)
Church iii the Komi Republic.These are iii tile
1-urm of Jander .Ind .ic·cus.itions ofsectarianism.

which hinder our ministry in general curriculum
<Cllcic,IN.

* Voronezh

The law laid the groundwork for accepting
Orthodoxy as the traditional church. and all others
as sects.This hax served as an occasion for people
to expreff their negative attitudes about minority
Christian movements.There was more freedom at

the beginning of the 199{)s than there is now.

* Moscow

People have become more calitious. Some dori't
go to lan Evangelicall church olit offear tllat they
are betraying the "one, true faith" (Orthodoxy).
Opportunities still exist, but great wisdom is
required iii carrying out evangelism as well as
investing iii local churches.

REPORTS OF MINISTRY UNCHECKED

* Ukhta, Komi Republic

There has been practically no change.We face
illillor local difficulties. which are resolved locally.

* Vyshnii Volochek,Tver Oblast
The new law has not affected ministry in Tver
Oblast.There has been some resistance by the
Orthodox Church in some cities, but this

occurred even before the new law was passed.

• Krasnodar

There have been few changes with regard to the
law except the problem of restrictions affecting
Christian programs broadcast over radio and
television. In comparison to the Conimunist
regime, we now have the freedom to preach,
evangelize, and rent facilities.

* Tyumen

I he wtuation with regard to the law 11.1* not
pesponses ofch,inged witht.nitiall>: 1 lowever, locul ,tritlic,ritiei

Imve brgim to requet verification of.111 coliference
organintion\ regi<tration .1 11,1 charter. No  participants
hnut.itioin h.ive been observed m our region.

 Suggest a1 hiring the p,INt tell yeah it 11,14 been pohil,le to
c.irrv out practically al| activitic·$ iii .lgreement  contradictory with legal procedure. 1 )uring the past year, it lias  pattern of
become more ilitlicult to work iii rchoots .ind . enforcement.
chililren's lit)!in« but it n neverthele« po«ible.

* Novyi Urengoi,Yamalo-Nenetsky Region
Fhere .irc no problenK with the law.1111% 1% .1 time

of freedom. It must be used quickly and to the
maximum, Nince there has never been a time like it.

MIXED SIGNALS

* Murmansk

There we·re never any particular problems as a
result of the new law But there is a sense that local

bureaucrats are athid to violate the law. For

example. iii July 1998, the director of education
for the Murnumsk city adininistration would not
allow children to attend our summer camp. But
the Lord inclined the hearts of the directors of

childrenk homes, and they took the respoticibility
for sending their children to our camp. Also, the
director of a local radio-television station would

not give me air time for a sermon. She said that
there is an agreement with tile Orthodox bishop
that only he can grant air time. But we contacted
another radio company, and were then able to
broadcast our Christmas program. Praise Him for
this! Regarding preaching the Gospel, things have
improved. It is possible, with practically no
difficulty, to rent buildings for evangelism and use
city streets and squares. It is oilly necessary to get
pertilission iii advance from the local
administration.

* Krasnodar

The law which was passed in 1997 has
strengthened the Orthodox Church's opposition
to Evangelical Christians-Baptists. During the
cerenionial opening of our new church in
Krasnodar, some Orthodox came with posters
which read:"This church does not have any
relationship to the Orthodox Church."

(continued on page 4)
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INevertheless.] preaching the Word of God has
become much freer than it was 15 years ago.

* Ufa, Bashkortostan

1)itlicultie related to the new law arise with regard
to the renting ofhalls tor evangelistic services and
minictry among children On educational
il,Ntinition;, chools. boarding schook for orphans,
hDTitak, other 111*titutiom, and militar)· troops)
But in Compariion to timeN when the Iron
C lirtain existei|, we have considerable freedom.

* Bryansk

Nome restriction have occurred with regard to
the new legi31,ition on religiour ,)00(,ci,itions: a ban
on te.,Ching in ed,ication.11 iihtitution by religious
.Mociatioth. Some vhool director, >,till alk)w tills.

Iticidentv ti,rbidililig e,·di,gelitic nieetin* in
cultural institittionq. housi·v ofculture, movie

t h e ., t e n , e t c ., 11.i ve b e c o m e m o r e fre q u e n t . 1 B u t 1
there is no coniparkon between the ritil.ltic)11
toilay .ind th.it of ten ve,Irs .igi). Il·n yearx ago. we
were not permitted to do anything.Toilay we h.ive
only diglit re rtrictiC)ili.

* Omsk

I here 10 .1 great glitlerence Ibetween thi· pri·Nent
time .ind the former Communit perindl. in the
part even·thing was forbidden..ind many urre
even imprioned. Now it i poible to work. Now

is the time to fulfill the Great C:oninzission.

[However,] there is a ban on working with
children in general curriculum schools.The
Orthodox are often not pleaed with our activities
and make ctatements against us.

* Nemchinovka Region, Moscow
We work in the Moscow-Mozhaik region. Here

everything ilepends on the specific locality. For
example, iii Puchkov, we do not have any
particular ditnculties. In the village of Korinqky
and the cities of Ruz, Zvenigorod, and especially
Mozhaisk, no public activities can be carried out
without the blessing of the Orthodox priet *

Editor's Observations:

1. Motifulot all, ofthe above respcmdenture Evailge|lial

Chrivi.m,-13.iptisti. A, memben of., religion, group
registered more th.,11 15 ye,it·#, tliey 411cilild be exellipt troin
moit of the retrictiow; of the 1997 law· an irligion--but

local interpretation count, fur everything.
2, I he mo#t common ditlictiltie·% tioted involve rent.il

re*t r ict i o n + ,I nd i nct·e.1 v, ig reqtri c· ti o] 1% o n n 11.11 i wtr y i n

Nellook. orph,111·,geb, |1()Spit.16,.ilid priN(,11,.

3. Ort|lodox Ilitltlenec upon it.tte .nit|1()rltle, to re,trict
non-Ortlioilox believer, 1, cominonpl,tae.

4. Younger rcipt,Ildent compare toll.ly with the c. rlv 199(k
tinfavorably·. while older revpimilentc still coinpare ti,l|.ty
with the pregl.1,11(11 era fim,rably.

Russian Religion by the Numbers
I '),achislav .9. /4,/osin

Iii Russia today there are no official Statistics oil
the nienibership ofreligious organizations.The law
proliibits demanding that citizens declare their
religious affiliation. and many denominations do not
hine a fixed membership. Under these conditions, a
tendency can be observed among politicians and
publicists to try to pas< off the desirable as the actual.

Passive Faith

In ternic of socially passive religiositx. nvo traditional
confessions are more or less noticeable in Russia as a

u·hole: Orthodoxy and Islam. Orthodoxy dominates.
for the illost part, the sphere of religious ritual, sacred
seasonal holidays, and also the most important stages
and events of human life--birth, marriage, and death.
Not only passive believers without a specific
denominational orientation. but also nonbelievers

who are inclined toward superstition strive to enlist
rupport from on high. On the holiday of Epiphany
huge lines of people stand to receive holy u-ater.
However. a poll of those standing in line reveals that
the majority believe iii the magical properties of the
water, even iii the absence of faith iii the Church. and

perhaps even with a negative attitude towards it. Up
to 85 percent of people turn to this kind of ritual or
obsen-e relatively respected holidays by tradition,
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without a personal religious faith.About 50 percent
of people are passive believers. that is, those who in
one way or another consider themselves believers.

Islam fulfills an analogous function, as a rule,
among"ethnic" Muslims (up to 15 percent [ofthe
Russian population D. Protestants. by virtue of their
inherent accent on awareness of faith and their Heak

development of ritual and implantation of it iii
fociety, have almost no passive social base. New
religious formations, having no roots in the sphere of

ritual, are forced against their will to display extreme
social activity in order to draw attention.This
Sitliatio 11 causes them to be labeled extremists. For

people who are not inclined toward active religiosity,
and this is the ovenvhelming majority, the actions of
the disciples of such lieu' groups appear irritating and
maniacal.

Active Faith

In terms of active believers. it is possible to
distitiguish three large groups (Russimi Orthodox
Church. other Christians, and Muslims), as well as
religious minorities and new religious unions: 1)
Russian Orthodox Church-more than 8,000

parishes and brotherhoods; 2) Muslims--2.900

communities; 3) Christians of other confessions or



jurisdictions--4,000 regivtered and no fewer than
1,500 unregistered fellowships.

1. Ruuian Orthodox Church

IIi Ruista there are 74 eparchiei, more than 300
nion,iwteriew, and 40 educational inititiltiong.There is

no fixed membervhip today, although before 1917
members ofeach parish were ctrictly counted.
According to Nociologial data, believers who have

con+Ciously become involved in the church comprke
2.5 to 3.0 percent of the gener.11 population, or tintr
to five million people. Approxinmtely seven percent,

or.in .Mditional 1(Jillillion people, attend churches
rel,itively coligtently Conce .1 Ii]£ 11th).Alrnovt 50
percelit ofthe popit].ltion call theti)Welve# ()rthodox
bilt .10 not have fitith ill the dogma <lf the church, clo

not h.lve connections with a p.irticul,ir local church,
or do not 11:Ive perqonal involvement in the life of the
church .md its diciplitle. Approximately 60 percent
trlist the £ hili·ch .1% a foci.il iliftitittiot], however, this

number began to decline in P)97-98 as .1 result of

pul,Inlic·ll t.,Ctv .il,out the church's sale of
hut]1.Imt.tri.111 .lid intended ti)r free distribution to the

poor alid itN traile 111 tob.,cro, ak'()1101,.lilli precious
mMA<.

I he wocic,political orientation of the ma.jority ot
.ictive Ic )rtlic,doxi believerN c.in be char.icterized as a

tr.idition.,1,.11]ti-Western one. Furthermore, according
to P)96 dat,1. organizations with a patriotic
(c,imiluniNt tenclency led the political preferences of
Orthodox-31 percent. (Arnolit Toynbee justly
recognized the ease of moving from Orthodox
Slarophilism to Communism and back again on the
11.ific ofa viqion of. common image of the enemy-
the Weit.) However. radical nationalists and anti-
Semites still do not have serious support, although a
tendency toward growth can be traced.
2. Muslims

Muslims do not have a unified structure. More

than 40 spiritual centers and administrations are
registered. By far the most well-known religious
unions are the Central Spiritual Government of
Muslims iii Ufa, under Supreme Mufti Talgat
Tadzhuddin, and the Council of Russian Muftis,

utider Mufti 11.avil' Gaynutdin. Spiritual governments
in the Caucasus conduct their own policies. Overt
and potential Muslims in Russia number about 20
million people. or 15 percent, although the number
ot-actual believers is only about three to four percent
of the total population. or four to five million people,
according to sociological data. However. it is
important to bear in mind that the transition from
passive to active religiosity is much simpler and
quicker for a Muslim than for all Orthodox believer.
The increase in the Muslim population far outstrips
others. The sociopolitical orientation is traditionally
anti-Western and anti-Semitic.Among the political
preferences of Muslims, the Commullist Party is the
leader. but Islamic parties, and nationalistic parties
among Tatars, are becoming stronger and growing iii
influence.The majority of Muslinis are Suni.
although owing to the residence of hundreds of
thousands ofAzerbaijanis in Russia, the number of

Shiite is also growing. Ifi,1 7.,tarstan and
Bashkortostan the development of Nam gob hand in
Ii,ind with the growth of national movements, then
in the Cauc.,Gus, where Shariat Ithe Mudini religiou
codel often joins with the 1,1WN of the nioutit,liIA, the
vituation 11.13 been complicated by the Qppearance ot
fundallient,divts, or W.ikhabi, who have wpport from
Saudi Arabia.

3. Other Chriftian Denominittions and

Jitrisdictic,ni

3.1 Orthodox of Other Jurisdictions
1 he |tilw.in c )1-thoilia 1·rec Church headilit,irtered
in Suzil .11, which wparated from the Rusvi.m
Orthodor Church m P)91, compriAes %even
ep.ircliles,more tli.in 14)() pariwlie, and thur
mon.iwteriew. Tlie True Orthodox ( :hurch listium,-
/4,;i,uslat,nay,1 'lk'rk·op, or C Lt.icomb C :1tirch. wlm·11
furmed .1% a refult of the devtrilition of the C :litirc h's

rentral virlic'ture ill 1927,11.,q fi,tir renterv .mil more

than 60 registered communitier. Unregirtered ono
po11,11· unniber ser'er.11 don·n.

3.2 Oid Believers-five centen, over 200
Coll iii,Unities.

3.3 Protestant Denominations-more than

2,0(H) registered and up to 1,5(H)
unregistered coinniti iii ties.

The total mimber oficlatively active Protestants is as
many as one niillion. Iii contraft to Orthodoxy, the
membership ofthe communities is conscious and
fixed, and it is characterized by a particular social
activity. Bilt accordingly, the number of passive
believers (tlie social reserve) and "wmpathizers" is not
large.There are potential new members among youth
who are attracted by the comprehensible sernions. Iii
the area ofsocial service and aid, especially ainong
veterans' organizations, iii hospitals, and in prisons,
indications are that Protestant activity exceedq that of
other c() nfessions.

4. Religious Minorities
Religious organizations that have 11istorical roots.

but do not liave a significant number offollowers, or
iii other words, a social base. include:Jews-three
centers and over 80 commullities; Buddhists-seven

centers and about 140 communities; Tolstoyans-two
communities; Dukhobor-two; Molokane-16;

Teetotalers [7*zir,inikil-five: Pagans-12:
Zoroastrians-two. Matiy sects exist without
registration. such as Skoptsy and Khlysty.

5. Religious Unions New to Russia

5.1. Of Native Origin

The Church ot-Vissarion-eight coniniunities;
Boyrodidmiki [those who identify with the Virgin
Mary]-nine. A multitude ofnew unions exist
without registration, such as the cult of the Mistress
of the Copper Mountain, which formed in the Urals
and is distinctively reconstructing national Russian
mythology. Among youth a number of national and
nationalistic groups, based on pre-Christian Russiaii

(continued on page 6)

social service 
and aid,

especially 
among veterans'
organizations,

in hospitals,

and in prisons,

 indications are
 that Protestant

activity exceeds

that of other

confessions.
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Religion by the Numbers (con't from page 5)

Grand Orthodoxy [ 1+licheskoyr Pratoslaviye], are
growing.

5.2 Of Foreign Origin
Since they do not have any national or social roots

on Russian soil, these religious unions must depend
on mmonary activity and factors that are neglected
by traditional religions.The most prominent, rapidly
growing, and professionally working, organization
that has the most resources and a modern publishing
house is Jehovah'% Witnesses.They have one center in
St. Petersburg and approximately 200 communities.
The organization is run by an overseas center and
involves tens of thousands of members, especially
youth and intelligentsia.The Society of Krishna
Consciousness has one center and over 110

communities. It is run by independent Ilussian

citizens and was legalized in the Soviet U ti ion.
According to the Society's own data, about 9,000

Consciotls members (devotees [post,yashcht,inykh]) are
involved in the most active charitable activity,

Vyacheslav S. Polosin is a relition consultant.for ttic Russian l),i,na, .\Aiscow.

"including work in "hot spots, where representatives
of traditional religions are not visible. The Unification
Church of Sun Myung Moon has 10 communities
(although in practice the number is much greater-
according to approximate data, the number of

followers is no less than 30,000 people) and highly
significant financial, intellectual, and organizational
resources.

Prognosis

Parishes based on agricultural locations and small
towns are becoming a thing of the past. Mainline
clergy have lost their previous advantages, while thot
focusing on individual relationships have gined
influence. New forms of conveying religious content
bv visual mass media, such as occult video clips,
should be expected to appear. The center of religious
life will become relationships within small groups
with common interests, with personal competence
and charisma the definitive factors. 0

Edited excerpt reprinted with permiesion fkmiVyached,,v
Polosin,"Religiya i sotsialnyy oklivat n.iseleniy.1," Rt'I,(v'ya i
pram, No. 1 -2 (1998),42-43.

Macedonian Evangelicals Win Court Case
Against Repressive Law on Religion
Stephen Goodwin

Recent evangelical Christian court challenges to
the July 1997 law on religion in the FormerYugoslav
Republic ofMacedonia have resulted itl more

 freedom for believers to practice their faith and have
1Eight ---=--·, prompted a reevaluation of the constitutionality of
missionaries the law itself. The law ;everely limited the practices of

were evicted evangelicals, threatened denominations with loss of
church properties, made home groups and Biblefrom the
studies illegal. and was the basis for the dismissal of

country in 1998 eight foreign missionaries from Macedonia in 1998.
because of The 1997 law ostensibly provided freedom for

religious expression in Macedonia. In practice, activities that
however, it did the opposite for all but the officially

allegedly recognized religious communities: Orthodox. Ronian

challenged the Catholic, and Muslim. Under Article One of the law,

 sovereignty
all other groups, including evangelical denomina-
tions, are categorized by the pejorative phrase

F of the Orthodox „ religious group." By creating two levels of
1 Church or recognition for religious entities, the government
t

f violated the guaranteed unequal status, favoring sonie, while

religion law.
restricting others.

Because evangelical denominations and ministries
were not officially recognized as "Faith Communi-
ties" by the government, they could not register their
buildings as churches. And because the law also
prohibited any religious practice outside officially

recognized and sanctioned buildings ofworship,
virtually all forms of religious activity undertaken by
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evangelical groups were officially illegal. Open
evangelism and Bible studies in believers' homes were

strictly forbidden under the law and punishable by
stiff fines of several thousand dollars for each offense.

While no fines were levied under the law it remained

a threat to church workers in the country who knew
that at any monient their activities could be halted by
the very governnient that publicly claimed to be the
guarantor of religious freedom.

Foreign missionarles ministering in Macedonia
also have been victimized by the 1997 legislation.The
law made no provision for foreign religious workers
to obtain visas and it still prohibits the formation of
new "faith conimunities," precluding the registration
of new denominations or parachurch groups. Eight
Inissionaries were evicted from the country iIi 1998
because of activities that allegedly challenged the
sovereignty of the Orthodox Church or violated the
religion law, such as holding Bible studies in homes.
Missionaries working with the Albanian minority
population were particularly at risk. One missionary
couple working with Albanians was evicted from the
country with only 24 hours' notice.

In late 1998 and early 1999, however, a few
religious workers' visas have been issued from
government omces.This may be a result of an act
passed by the US. Congress in October 1998 that
links trade and aid from the United States to freedom

ofspeech and freedom ofreligion abroad.Whether



this had a direct impact on Macedonia's law on
religion is not known. and it is too early to
determine if such visas will continue to be i%sued to

nlissionaries as a matter of policy.
The Macedonian law has been successfully

challenged iii court. Iii December 1997 Ivan
Grozdanov, a Baptist pastor and denominational
leader living in the capital city of Skopje, with the
vupport ofrepresentatives from Evangelical,
Congregation.11. and Pentecostal churches,
spe,wrheaded a court case which succeeded in
providing some breathing room for believers to
practice their faith more freely. After five sessions over
,1 period of 12 monthi, the Constitutional (Court
rev, inded five of 11 challenged articles, niling that
they violated the constitution.,1 rights of Macedonian
citizens. Grozd.nov nevertheless asserts that the

vituation is still unsativt-actory and favors repeal ofthe
law m its entirety. He intends to take the case to the
European Court in order to challenge the basis of the
law as outlined in Article C )tie, which creates the

ilifpxrity between a "tlith community" and a

""religious group.

For now, the court s rescinding of some articles of
the law on religion leaves uncertainty as to the true
status of religious right% in Macedonia. Clarification is
expected froni l'rime Minister Ljubco Georgievski,
elected in I jecember 1998, who stood for many years
aq leader ofthe party of opposition to the
governnierit which drew zip Macedonial 1997 law
on religion,

Evangelical< sence that under the new government
there will be more symp.ithy for niinority religious
or*mizations and a more favorable climate for
religious freedom. Georgievski attemied the .innual
prayer breakfavt iii Wishington, 11(J., at the perwonal
invitation of U.S. Preident Bill Clinton, and appearN
to be supportive of tolerance for M.icedoniak diverse
religiowN minorities.The new prime nunifter has
promk·d to meet with church le.Iderr to hear their
concerni *

Stephen Goodwin is /falk,ms proiect director for the Christi,w, dill| Alissiottary Allianci' ClittrJI. I h· Iii'C> 11'ith his JilmilY ilt littiltipcst, 1111'Wdry

The Curse of State Privileges for Orthodoxy
A,ititoly Knisi-Lwi,

After years oftense ec)tifrontation, the president's
adminictration, the government, the Federal
Assembly, and the Russian Orthodox CChurch
expressed utisfaction with the new [1997] Law on
the Freedom of Conscience and on Religious
Associations. Some people were honestly mistaken iii
supporting the law.They believed that the law would
protect Russians from pseudo-religious groups (or
"totalitarian sects").They felt the law would
guarantee the freedoms ofall"normal" religious

organizations. preserving equal rights, while at the
same time inaintaining the Russian Orthodox
Church's special status. In fact, none of these
assumptions has been confirmed by the facts.

Today a government aspiring to establish the rule
of law cannot accomplish what the Soviet totalitariaii
regime. with its gulag, failed to achieve. The 1997 lau'
surreptitiously introduces different types of rights and
opportunities. Only those religious associations that
"acted on a legal basis" 50 years ago (in other words,

"under Stalin and Beria) are considered "all Russian
organizations. The religious organizations niost
disadvantaged are those that neither have, nor belong
to, a centralized structure and cannot docunient their

"existence on the territory for at least 15 years," that
is, since the time of Brezhnev and Andropov.

The spirit of the law is even stronger than its
letter. Religious associations froni all over the
country, which had been recognized officially after
1990, have now lost their certification of registration.
The authorities have told many groups that, from
now on, they should not practice their religions.
Those who are "not ours" are permitted neither to
build churches nor even to rent space for holding

worship serviceN. Iii several cases, organizations have
even been told that they muqt obtain consent for
their religious activities from the local bishops of the
Rusqian Orthodox Church. Russia is on the path
leading to a return to ati official state Orthodoxy,
where Orthodox bishops inherit the role of
C o 11111111 11 i st Party secretaries.

In fact, the new law does palpable damage to the

Russian Orthodox Church. Rather than engaging in spiritual regeneration, the Church is now a party to
-ussia is on the the repression of"dissidents." Its rapprochement with I

secular authorities has led to results that are the ath leading to 1
opposite of what was expected. For regardless of the  return to an 
intentions of the holy leadership, the Church is being

lomcial state called upon to serve as a spiritual auxiliary guard or m
policeman of sorts, reinforcing secular authority Orthodoxy, 
when that authority ceases to command or otherwise where Orthodoxl
earn the respect and allegiance of the population.

bishops inherit .This flirtation with the state compromises the
Church,just as it did prior to 1917. As the patriarch ;the role of 
said,"Our position as a state church brought us much Communist sorrow and suffering." Before the Revolution, a /Partymajority ofRussians saw the Church as a servant of

I secretaries.the tsarist autocracy. At the decisive moment, they
turned away from religion and to the deniagogy of -
the Bolsheviks. *

Excerpt reprinted with permission from the East European , tar

Consnhitional Review 7 (Spring 1998): 83-84.

Professor Anatoly Krasikov, Ph.D., is director efthe Centerfor Social and Religious 
Research at the Institute of Europe, Russian Academy of Sciences, as well as president of the 
Russian division of the International Association of Religious Freedom.
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FROM MINNEFOTA TO BULGAILIA WITH LOVE:

A Model for Collaborative Ministry
Tom Correll

When inost of ib read Jesus' promise,"Where two
or three come together in my name, there am I with
thein," we think in terms of individuals.The

Minnesota Coalition for Eastern Europe (MCEE) is
proof that the principle also applies to organizations.
M(-EE is a network ot-Minneota churchec,

MCEE could 1111!listries..mil individuals committed to working
 together in evangelistic outreach to the nation of

propose ideas, Bulgaria, Our vlxioll statement is to "Honor God
but Bulgaria through the establishment of., cotiitiiunity of

evangelical churches th.it together are discip|ing thewas to drive
nation of Bulgaria for.le·Nus Christ." In the five years

the agenda. ofits exixtence (;od has done wondrous things
through MCEE. But first a bit of lii•tory.

Coming Together

ME:EE U',14 the brainchild ot-Al Larson who was.

in 1993, the Upper Midwest repreqentative for
Advancing Churches iii Missions Commitment
(AC:MC). His twal was that Minneapolis-St. Paul
churches might work together on a common
missionary project.Through a series of events. several
key churches became aware of the needs of Bulgaria,
with about 1-1.5 percent evangelicals in a nation of
some nine million. Next. 1 )wight Gibson ot-World
Evangelical Fellowship led a vision trip to Bulgaria iii
spring 1994.1)uring this visit the Minnesota
delegation met with leaders of the recently
reconstituted Bulgarian Evangelical Alliance (BEA).
This trip focused primarily on building relatio]1ships
and searching for avenues through which Miiinesota
churches could make an impact. In the meantime, a
111issionary front Mintiesota was preparing to go to
Bulgaria to minister with the Alliance for Saturation
Church Planting.

Members of the Minnesota Coa/ition for Eastern Europe

Churches Others

Colonial Church Alliance for Church Planting .. -
Crystal Evangelical Free Church Bethel Senunary

Friendship Church Bible League
Grace Church of Edina Conservative Congregational Z
Grace Church of Roseville Christian Conference

Grace Evangelical Free Church Evangelical Christian Publishers
Oak Grove Church Outreach

Wooddale Church Robbinsdale Bibles for Missions

Thrift Center
Foundations

The Evangelical Alliance Mission
Getsch Family Foundation *(TEAM), Upper Midwest
Wallestad Foundation
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Ground Rules

Upon returning, the team reported itf finditig, to
those willing to consider working with the
partnership. MCEE was launched in 1994 laed on
the interest offive churchir and foine key
individuals, The ground rulev were simple:

* All pri,jects would be voluntary. Churches .mil
individuals chose which pri,jecb fit their
objectives and their budget conitrailits. (M(:EE ts
yet to be constituted as
a formal entity)

* The initial field would be Bulgaria Lo th,it
participants could build relationshiph atill be able
to see the impact of their efforts.

* Projects would be initiated at the request of the
Bulgarian Evangelical Alliance and lilinictrief "oil
the ground" iii Bulgaria. MCEE cotild prop<,Ne
ideas, but Bulgaria was to drive the agenda.

First Steps

The Bulgarians' first request was to setill Emalluel
and Nellie Naydenov and family to semillary iii the
West to prepare them for ministry with the Bulgarian
Biblical Academy Logos. This project (approxitiiately
$35,000 per year) was larger than anticipated as a first
etfort. Also, some MCEE members, fearing brain
drain, had reservations about the wisdom of bringing
foreign nationals to the US, for study. However, the
ground rule was, Bulgaria drives the agenda. Bethel
Theological Seminary in Minneapolis joined MCEE
and provided scholarship help for the Naydenovs.
(Nellie is doing an M.A. iii marriage and family
counseling and will be the first Bulgarian with that
degree.) Three churches and a local foundation
agreed to cover the balance.

In 1996 MCEE gained the help of Loren
Garborg, a retired businessperson with missions
experience, who agreed to serve as facilitator for
MCEE activities; and in 1997 MCEE and the Bible

League opened a Bibles for Missions Thrift Center as
a joint venture. All funds generated from the store
serve needs in Bulgaria: half to Bible League
ininistries and half to MCEE projects. All profits
support Bulgarian evangelism, church planting. and
Christian literature.Volunteers from local churches

who donate their time to operate the thrift center
also take daily breaks to pray for the nlinistries in
Bulgaria.

Goals Set and Missions Accomplished

MCEE has six goals for its efforts: leadership
development, strengthening the evangelical

1



infrastructure, hununitarlan assistance, economic

development. encouraging relationships between
Minnesotans and Bulgarians, and encouraging
Bulgarianq in the development of a missionary vision.
To date, MCEE has provided support for the
Naydenovs' education, for a Bulgarian women's
ministry, for the Bulgarian Evangelical Alliance, for a
itudy ofevangelica] presence through a national
demographic and mapping project, for 13ulgaria's only
evangelic.,1 publisher..ind for a $1()0,000 loan fund
fur economic development in the city of]'11>viliv
ri'itli trailling ill biasi,ies9 primiples. It also has
etablished ister-chlirch relationshipi between
1 1 13ulgarian and Minnesota churchev; provided
hum.init.trian .tid, with particular fi)(·us on

orph,inages divtributed tlin,ugh evallgelical chilrches:
upported work on 1 lebrew and Greek gramm,in Ar
1,0,· in theological edm .Ition: and .iNsiSted iii trailling
projecth for church planters And church leaders. I'lans
,tko are under way fur evaligelistic outrach to
Bulgart.in 111111(irities m Macedonia .itill Moillova.

In Summary

What has made MCEE effective? it is, ofcourse,
God's work. But from j liuman perspective, the
following strategies can be credited: a commitment to
Bulgarian leadenhip in decision-making; a focus on
one country and projects that can be completed; a
facilitator with a heart and the time fur the project;
networking and cooperative etforb; creativity in
finding new ways to do ministry; and long-term,
personal relationshipo.There are trips between the
two countries three, four, or more ttines per ye,n- and
most paTtie ipants li.ive Bulgarian friends. Today
MCEE Consists ofeight churches, tbur mititkries,
two fuundations, a regional iletiomination, .Ind
wver.0 itidivillual menibers, all thrilled to find th.it
where two or three groups join in the name of »liN,
He is ill their midst, working through them fur 1 IN
kingdom'x work. 0

Toni Correll x , im.<sic,n., pas/,ir „/ 11 Iwddah' C.'hurn·h, /hicu /'rairic,.\/N.

Russian Collectivism Article Trigge rs
Lively Response

The /f.4.9711 VES'l CHURCH & All.\'11*77<) REP()RT

received nine requests to reprint or redistribute Steven
Chapman's article on Russian collectivism,Vc,1,6
(Fall 1998), 12-14. the most requests ever for a single
article.Yale Richmond. author of Froni Nyct to Da,

[ 911'rstandi«e the Russians, also wrote that he enjoyed
the article very much and may use some of its insights
if he does a third edition of his book. Daniel Bulzan

requested permission to distribute the collectivism
article to missionary friends working in Timisoara,
Romania. "We Ronianians," he wrote,"are not as

collectivist as the Russians, but some of the things iii
that article can be applied to us as well, and are a cause
of frustration for Westerners wlio come here."

Note below excerpts from comments oil tile
article on Ray Prigodich's e-mail list on religion in
the former Soviet Union.

From Don Seck Denver, CO

I must say that I hesitate to comment at all, since the
article [on Russian collectivism] has many excellent
insights on differences between Russian and
American culture and church practices. Moreover,
I have never been to Russia. Despite these circum-
stances, I want to address what I believe to be a lack
of balance in sonie Western (especially US.)
perspectives oil the roots of Russian behavior and
thought today. It is true, for example. that Russia did
not experience the Renaissance and Reformation as
we know it in the West. But there were other, nlore

recent developments in Russian history that clearly
suggest Russia was not destined for a non-individ-
ualist, "collectivist consciousness" that would result in

some ofthe behaviors the author cites.The zenistvo

politic,Il movement lil late Ilitleteenth century
Russia, the broader democratic initiativeN from the

government at the turn of the century.,wid the
success ofagriculture during this time frame (Illissi,1
was the world's leading exporter of wheat prior to
World War I, I believe) are a few noteworthy pieces

he questionof evidence that question the authork broad
characterization ofa purported Russian communal 's not one of

mindset (and its lingering impact to this day), all reconciling
before the onslaught of Lenin and Co, If this k the

line of thinking the author wishes to pursue, then the [Western and
road he should travel should include what Soviet Russian norms

socialism did to the Russian people-an oinission iii of behavior.
his comments that is so glaring as to be unnerving.

Rather, the
question is oneFrom Charley Warner, Odessa, Ukraine
 of reconcilingDan Beck openly admits. "I have never been to

Russia."To study culture is oiie thing. But to live in it  behavior in both
is another.The sources that Chapman used are of [ cultures to

impeccable quality and depth. His analysis wasti'tjust biblical
one view." It's the predominate and accurate view

standards.
ofboth academics and those who actually have
experience living in Russian culture long term, both
Christian and not.To suggest that having missed the
Renaissance and Reformation, there were other,

later, developments in Russian history that would
lead to more individualist,"democratic" thinking is
simply academically untenable.The sociological
structure of Russian society in the 1868. when
serfdom was abolished, was completely the opposite
ofAmerican society during the same period: 90
percent of the Russian population were serfs, while
only 10 percent of the US. population were slaves.
Russia has never overcome the powerful, mainstream

EAST-WESTCHURCH & MINISTRY REPORT • WIN-rER 1999 • VOL.7, No. 1 · PAGE 9



Lively Response (con't from page 9)

cultural forces that resulted from such historical

development.Westerners hold out the hope that if
democratic ideals are planted in Russian soil then
eventually something like a Western democracy will
develop. It is not going to happen! The Russian
economic smoke screen of"market" ideals was blown

apart by the August 1998 crisis. Further, the question
is not one of reconcilitig We,tern and Russian norins

of behavior. Rather, the question is one of
reconciling behavior in both cultures to biblical

standards. Sobor,ws, is an important, controlling, major
cultural influence.The Soviet cultural legacy was a
continuation of prerevolutionaE Russian culture

with a veneer of socialism. Lenin set up the gulag
system based on the tsarist system ofcamps. Stalin's
dictatorship mirrored the tsars' dictatorship,
censorship, societal control, etc. In ohort, Chapman's
article is right on .ind deserveN wide usage,

From Ted Mole, CB International missionary,
Donetsk Christian University, Donetsk, Ukraine

I agree HKh Charley Warner s asqessment ok
Chaptilan's article. Although I do not have as much
experience living here as Charley, perhaps I can
observe the following: We cannot characterize
Russians or Ukrainians with a broad generalization
any more than we should characterize all Americans
with a generalization.While I believe and have
experienced the truth behind Chapmank article, I
would be cautious about using his conclusions acro,w
the board.Why don't we try to personally ge t t£)

know individual Russians and Ukrainians and see for
ourselves tliat they are each unique,While Chapin.ill's
article is historically and culturally accurate, put it
aside and get to know the real person rather than
categorize them. 1 can only love the perqon and not
the stereotype. 0

Western Ministry in the East:
Sorting Out Praise and Condemnation
Pal,/ .\'cen,t

After the collapse of Communism East European
churches possessed a living faith purified through fire,
but with few resources and significantly weakened

-- leadership. Alternatively.Western churches which had

t is missingl not undergone the fire ofpersecution did have

0 resources for mission and iiidividual iii itiatiVe.s a theology of . Consequently, thousands ofWestern missionaries

lhe church and 0 eiitered Eastern Europe in the past decade. It becatiie
nission that commonplace in the West to affirm that "Eastern

Europe is a mission field.. ..The opportunities are
vercomes the now to reach Eastern Europe for Christ.

egacy of East European Christians have responded with a

Western range of opinions from unselective acceptance to
.. unselective rejection offoreign nussionaries. Thus,

dividualism -Good aniiiritan" asks For help and suppon in
Vasili Karcha, a Russian Baptist. launched this appeal:

and East To all missions and churches in Nonvay,

European Sweden. Finland, USA. Great Britain. Gerniativ,

.,1

I collectivism. and Canada. Murniansk Christian Mission

Jesus nanie.We need videocassette players, films
in the Russian language, books, and more.
People in Russia are very open to the Gospel
now.We need to develop our Christian work
and fulfill the proclamation of God's Word.2

Alternatively, when asked by a Western Christian,
"How can the church in the West help you?," another
East European pastor replied: "First, pray; second,
pray: third, pray; and please stay away!"3 Western

missionaries express equally contradictory views

regarding the best way to help Eastern Europe. Thus,
some advertise a sort of Christian tourism ("Come

Paul Negrut is president meet real Christians!"),+ while others warn that
of Emant,el Bible lustittite,

Western Christians have ignored many key principles
Ovadea. Rentania.

I of missionary involvement.3 Joseph Tson affirms that
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there can be a fruitful cooperation between East and
West if the West fulfills its promises in East European
countries:

There is a rush from hundreds oforganizations
in the West to do mission. Sonic of them do

good: some of them not qo good; some of them
do bad things. It would be much better if
someone who is serious and really means to
help would say,"We see that you don't have
children's ministry.We have a project for you.
Here is exactly what we can do for you. Here is
how much money we are prepared to spend on
helping you develop this children's ministry." If
you don't have such a project and you are not
ready to spend money, don't go there to deceive
people into believing that you are there because
you want to help.

It appears that "projects" are the nlarks of
missiological correctness, whether or not these
"

projects" are relevant for Eastern Europe.What is
missing on both sides is a theology of the church and
nlission that overcomes the legacy ofWestern
individualism and East European collectivism. *

N otes

1. Ron Davies, After Gorbachev? How Cati Hks tem Christians
Help? (Eastborne. East Sussex: Missions Advanced Research
and Communications, 1991), 17.

2. The request appeared in Frontier (September-October
1990), 3.

3. Toni Lewis,"Help or Hinderaiice:The Western Church in
Eastern Europe," Parts 32 (1990), 5.

4. Brian jose et al.,Current and Fitture -Irend, in Central and

Eastern Europe (Leesdorf-Baden. Austria: EEMR. 1990), 14

5. Davies, 21#er Gorbachevi. 25.
6. Joseph Tson,"Toward Reformation in Romania," East- Hest

Church & Ministry Report 1 (Spring 1993),1-2.



Orthodox Charges of Protestant
Proselytism ...and a Response

Dear Editor,
With all due respect, I would like to ask you to

remove nly name from your e-mail 11st. As a Western

convert to Eastern Orthodoxy who has experienced
the fullness of the historic Christian faith, I don't

believe Western Christianity has much to offer the

East other than money.
I pray that the people of Russia will return to the

Christian finth which was inextricably woven into
the very fabric of their society and culture centuries
before the appearance ofWestern Christianity. I do
not Inean to be offensive.ind I am not accusing you
of this attitude, but I am appalled at tile arrogance of
some Weqtern Christians who view the former Soviet

Union as .1 heathen land waiting to be evangelized.
This is an insult to over a thousand years of
Orthodox Christian influence, not to mention the

dedicated Orthodox Christians who suffered

mightily under the Communist yoke.
Regards,
Bob Yatines

Dear Editor,

oensive. I stroiiy suggest that

I am a priest ofthe Russian
Orthodox Church. I have to

say that I find your e-mail to
me attempting to sell
subscriptions to a magazine
wlitch encourages Western
Protestants to invade Russia

and steal people from the
Orthodox Church to be highly

you and your Protestant friends
attend to your own salvation.
which is a Lomewhat nioot

point, rather tlian commue
with your offensive activities in stealing people from
the Orthodox Church.We do not recognize you as
members of the Church founded by Christ, so please
leave Russia alone and please do not send me any
more ofyour offensive e-mail.

I pray that religious invaders will be frustrated at
every turn and that the Church of Russia will be
relieved from this evil.The Protestant and Papal
invasion does nothing but promote the confusion
that is the mark of Satan's activities everywhere.
Where lie failed to destroy Christ's Church by the
Communists, he will try using Protestants and
Roman Catholics. May I suggest that those
Protestants and Roman Catholics who imagine
themselves to be doing a good work with their
invasion of Russia judge themselves now lest they
be judged hereafter with Communists and others
who oppose Christ's Church.

Hieromonk Michael Mansbridge-Wood,
St. Petroc Monastery,
Russian Orthodox Church Abroad,

South Hobart,Tasmania, Australia

Editor's Response
It is the editor's i,},pression tliat most Western Prote'.St,J/lt

ministries working in the.former Soviet Union.focus ott the Fome Western yl
undiurched and nominal believers, not practicitte ()rthodox. I,Igrthodox who I personally believe th,it should be the-fums. It is the best use I
of resources and otte would hope that it wottld redlice pre beneficiaries,
Orthodox-Evangelied! tensiolls. (Sec.flill texts of rcleva,i f lof religious
EASI-WEST CHURCH & MINISTRY |UU,ORT tirticles, such tls 11*eedorn would
"Are EvangeIii*als Interlopers?," 161.1 (Summer 1993)

deny it to non-3-4, ai,ailableftom tlic Instittite.lir East-1 t i'st C 'ltristi,111

Studies lid,site: http://Unt'u'.1141'atoll.edu /hec/icurs.) Orthodox in
Hoit,ever, Orthodox very often support a territorial i Russia and/
understanding qffilith.-Ilitts, if Russia historically tius

Eastern Europe.Orthodox, this territory, some claim, sliould be (11 limits to
Protestants and Catholics, regardless of the secttlarization (,f
the vast majority of the Soviet populatic,n. (&·r EAJ'i-WEAT
CHURCH & MINISTRY RF.POK'I 5 (Summer 1997), 5-6.)

It is espedally puzzling to rea·ive littersfrom Orthodox
iti the Iii'St who, in their cliatitpiotting 4 111' "traditional"
C )rttiodox.faith of Russia, arc willing to sacrif'ke .freedom of
religion iii the process. If the same standard applied iti tile
\Vest, there uptild lie tio possibility for "tiontrilditionill"
Orthodox to worship or trittless either iii Atistralict or in
North America outsi(lie Alitska. l hilortit,lately, some \Vestern
Orthodox who ave 1)('lleticiaries qf rcligiousfreedom would
deny it to non-Orthodox in Russia and Eastern Europe,
Father Michael deplores "skating people .from the Orthodox
Church," u,hile the „,cbsite of his monastery
(witile. roar.org. att/stpetroanonastery) states that its
"primary task is to attract Anglo-Saxon-Celtic people to
Orthodoxy."Where is the consistency? 0

Local Church Response to "Cults
and New Religious Movenients"
The E. ls-/1 [FEST CHI 'RCH & MiXIST,a- REPOR7 received a letter from

Mr. Daniel Towle following publication of Paul Garden's article, "Cults and
New Religious Movements,"Vol. 6 (Summer 1998), 1-5, stating that the
Local Church movement should not have been included in the article. The

effect, Mr. Towle wrote, was "guilt by association." His letter iii defense of the
Local Church affirmed unequivocally that the movement is not a cult and
that it is, in fact, evangelical.

Mr. Carden, a respected authority on new religious movements, along
with many other evangelicals, believes that the Local Church movement is
"aberrant theologically." Other evangelicals would not make such an
assertion. Litigation brought by the Local Church movement has led some
organizations to retract assertions that the movement is a cult. For additional
information on the Witness Lee movement see Nezavisimaia gazeta.

5 September 1996, available in English and Russian at the News About
Religion in Russia website: http://seer.stetson.edu/-psteeves/relnews/
9609.html#04. See also the following Local Church websites:
http://www.lsm.org and http://cti.itc.virginia.edu/·*h8x/soc257/nrms/
loca.html. *
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The Protestant
and Papal
invasion does i

nothing but

promote the
confusion tliat

is the mark of

Satan's activities

everywhere.



Bible. Russia. Moscow (MI),cow: Center fur International

Educanon, Moscow State Univerwity, 1998) by Tatiana Vlailimirova, is
a textbook qpecially desigtied to improve usage offundamental
Rugian language while developing vocabulary which enables
learnen to expreu their faith.This textbook teaches biblical and

church language while at the gme time acquainting the learner
with church-related aipect* of RliGNian history and culture.The

.lut|lor, 011 the faculty of Mo•row St,itek Center ti,r Internation.il
Edlic,ition, developed thi4 lillique text after Neveral years of teaching
foreign li,i#ion:trie#. Ib order, contacIVer.1 Stepanenko, Center fur
Internation.al Eduation, ul. Krzhizhanorsogo, d. 1,24/35,117259

Moscow,Russia: tel: 7-095- 125-3261 (RuNsian) or 7-095-124-8488

(Etiglidi); fax: 7-095-125-4461 ; e--mail: .,clin@cie.ni.ru. Price:

Rubie equivalent ofSH).
Reviewed by lieverly Nickles.

...

The Albanian Evangelical MiKIon (AF.M), formerly known ,10

Albanian Ev.,ilgeIii .il Trug. i the only Wi·Ntern c lirifti.iii
organization mi!11%tering 9.lely to Alb.mians. A EM 11,1% prepared a
77-page booklet Jetailing E hitory. beginning with its tint work
with Allianiin™ in Montenegro and 1<0%ovo, up to itx current
outreach in A 111.1 i 1 i.1 itklt: Mission Alhania. 72,I Years 0-fVital

Christian 11'ork .for the Allurnidn People (Fearn, Rox·,--4,ire, UK:

Christiati hic,i< Publications, 1996, £.3.99 ).Contact information:

Albanian Evangelical Mirvion, 29 Bridge St.. Penybryn.Wrexham
LL 13 7 HR UK; and ( hrivtian Focw; Public ,ition,u Geanie House,

Fearn.Tain. Ross-shire, 1 V20 1 I-W. UK: tel: 44-01 862-871011 : fax:

44-0-1862-871699; e--mail: ctp@geanies.org.uk; webqi te: http://
www. geanies.org.zik/cfp/bookfile/general/mission_albania.htm.

For additional material on Albailia, Nee .4/ba,lia in /'imin's: I istial

Geography Series (Minneapolis: Lerner Publications. 1995, S19.93),

which indudes an excellent, gic·inct history of Albania: Reona
Peterson, Tonk,rrcm' lim Die (London: Lakeland. 1976. $12.99), a

moving account of two courageousYouth With A Mission
sojourners in communist Albania: a website with Albania links

(http://traveldocs.com/al/); and All,tutian hisight, a very itiforinative

mission newsletter available iii print ($20 donation/year) or via e-
mail from Ancient World Outlook-Insight. Box 118. GR-57019 Nei
Epivate Thessaloniki. Greece; tel/fax: 30-392-27148: fax: 30-392-

26682: e-mail: au-oint@one.gr
Revien-ed by Jennifer Farmer and Mark Elliott.

...

A Five-Star Website on Missionary Care
"Mental Health and Missionary Care," part of the Asbury

College Psychology Department website (www. asbury.edu/

academ/psych/mis_care/). should prove greatly beneficial to
even missionary and mission executive with Internet access. The site

includes 10 brochures on such subjects as missiotiary relationships.
burnout, and personal conflict, and a database containing

information on over 400 articles and books on missionary care,

which can be used to produce customized lists of publications or
annotated bibliographies on more than 100 topics.This inipressive
array ofhelps for the nlissiotiary community is the work of Dr.
Ronald Koteskey, professor of psychology at Asbun· College,
Wilmore, KY. Dr. Koteskey, who also serves as a Inental health

consultant for New Hope International Ministries. is the author of
Psycliology From a Christian Perspective; Geltemt Psychology for Christian
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Lminselors; Understanding Adolescence; and The Lm,€ Tria,Wle: Sex, Uve,
mid Dating

1)r. Koteskey's downloadable brochure,'What Missionarie
Ought to Know About Books for Missionary Care," underscores tile
practical value of this website. The author includes otily title9 th,It are
reasonably priced and in print, with full bibliographic data to ea#e
the ordering process. 1)r. Koteskey updates his recommendations
annually so that "in print" meani "in print" and price 1!lti)rinatil)11 1%
no more than one year old; he provide% helpful annot.itions for each
title; and he grolips books under vubtopicv:"( ;enern] Missionary
Care,""Care of MKs,"" Problems th,m tile P,ivt,"'Relationships with
Dther<' and -Personal Ivfues."The author welcome. wiggections for
additional brochure topics. Contact: 1)r. 14(,tiald Kotnkey, Abury
College.Wilmore, K Y 40390: tel: 6,)6-858-3511: fix: 6,)6-858-3921;
e-in.,il: ronald.ki,teskey@asbury. edu.

...

Budapest Journalists Launch Christian News Agency
Barbara Kertai

Two 1*dape+baxed (liriti,11 journalists have launched
NewsLife, the tirvt Internet-b.Iwed Chriqti.111 new< agency in I.,tvt
Central Europe (http://www.nextix.hit/new,HIP).Tamaq S. Ki,
a reporter with Hung.iry's Englixh langllage Uumqwq .gm, and
Stefan J. 1303. a correspondent witli Voice of Americ.1 .Ind other
network, see New·sLife .A an "answer to .1 vacllum ill tile new·0

m.irket." Updated weekly, this English-language iii·w service

pluvides iliti,rill.ition .tbout the Chlirch in East (:entral Europe..10
well as current general ne#'% from a Christian per,pective."We h,nr
discovered." Bos notes,"th.it most news agencic·% illow little interevt
in Christian issiies, although thefe play a crucial role 111 the societies
of rapidly changing tormer East Bloc nations." Kiss stresses tliat
Neu-Life will become a "voice for Christians in Russia and .ill other

tormer Commullift ilations," with a correspondent network

throughout the region. NewsLife will cover economics. politics, and
5ports. iii addition to Christian newq."We would like to be more
actively involved iii the news gathering process \vith our own
investigative. research unit," he noted. "News agencies have become a
mouthpiece for government policies.We would like to cliange that."

NewsLife may be contacted at tel/fax 36-1-200-12-44: e-mail:

bostiews@conipuserve.colii (Stefaii 13os); or tel/Fix 36-1-303-27-16;
e-niail: tomkiss@bpsuii.hu (Tanias Kiss)

The International Project Advis()ry Board (IPAB),Menlo Park.
CA. a nonprofit corporation serving the international Christian
community, provides travel coordination to individuals and groups
associated with charitable organizations. IPAB offers net prices
through consolidation arrangements with international airlines.
For more information, consult its website, http://www.pccs*.
com/travel/travelintro. html, or contact:

Max Rondoni

International Project Advisory Board
Box 7248

Menlo Park. CA 94026-7248

Tel: 415-854-2770

Fax: 415-854-2075

E-mail: rondoni@pacbell.net



Kidnappingu in the Caucasus
After co.iching a baketb.ill practice on 11 1 )ecember 1998,

American TEAM tiliwsionary Herbert Gregg was walking home
in M.lk.lchkala. the capital of I ).ighestan, a Russian province in tile
north Catic.isuN. 1-our men posing :14 police abducted the 51-year-
oki teacher ot}-the street .mil presumably spirited him ot}-to
neighboring Chechily,1 to be lield fur ransom. Gregg'x kidnapping
occurred.Just two ilays .itter the heads ot ti),ir ,ibducted Britiwh and
New le.iland telecommunications worken were ilifi (,Vereli at tile
+i,le of a road 111 Chechnya (Al<,sic),i, 'limes, 9 1 )ecember I ()98).

The Ic)94-96 warbetwecti Itils<ia .Ind its breakaway province
of (:hec}mu effectively cniled Mowl-OW'N COnti-01 over thiw
prcilaminantly MuJim region oftile north C :,illi-,lilth. But while
Chechny.i iA I.trgely free of Iti,%4ian rule. it now Ims t,illen prey to
ne,Ii· .m.irchy. A kicii],ippers' reign ofterror 8 driving ot}'foreign
invevment .mil international reliefaid and even thre.iten; to topple
tile govermnent of Pre<ident AA .in Maskimilov.

According to the Rumi,111 government,,trined bililliv ,11,lilll-ted
over 201) people in ('hechny.1 .11] d the neighboring province< ot
1 ),Ighetm. |ligilwheti.1..lild North Ossetia in 1 998 alone (liliC Xews
C)Wim·. 30 1)ecember 1 998).lk·tween 150.ind 55() pervon•; were
being held ti)r r.wisoin as of ].ite I ')98 ((A),Iqmss Direct,34 c )ct(>her

19983"1(1 Reuters. 13 November 1998). Hy various estimates, Victims
include lip to 400 Russian soliliers, seven I ),ighestan police, and 1(H)
or more expatriate busineffinen. relief worket-N, and missionaries
(C ..('m/,ass 1 )irca, 28 October 1998).

Eleven c liristian workers are known to have been t,iken prkoner
iii !997-98 in Checlinya and neighboring Dagliestan and Ingushetia.
(See ch.it-t.) Besides TEAM missionary Herbert (;regg, tu'o others
remain in captivity: Rev. Alexander Sitnikov ofthe Grozny Evange]-
ical Chiktian-Baptist Church (ECB) and Father Igihiy of the Grozny
Russian Orthodox Church, both abducted on 9-10 October 1998.

Members of Rev. Sitnikov's ECB congregation have been
subjected to teleplione threats, extortion demands, and beatini
Chechnyak general lawlessneqs and the kidnapping of Rev. Sitnikov
prompted the leadership of the Evangelical Christian-Baptist Churcli
iii Moscow in 21-23 October meetingS to recommend the departure
ofthe congregation from Grozny and its resettlement iii Russia
(Radicitscrkep, 7 November 1998).As of.1,inuary 1999 no evacuation of

Christian Workers Kidnapped in the Caucasus

the ECBcongregation had taken place. A. 1).Samoshkin, an ECB
church worker in Viadikavkaz, i4 circulating a list of 58 Grozny church
mernbers who want to leave Chechny,1 for rexttlement in Rubvi.3. An
accompanying report by Samoshkin dated 12 Janion' 1999 notes:

The iittiation in Chechnya is very complicated due to
lawlessness, robbery, murder, theft, ailli violence. No one
knows when thif suffering will elid. I have prop<,0ed to the
leadenhip ofour IE(:11 1 Union and to some C hritian
brothen from .Aroad that we organize the evacuation ofull
the IEvaligelical (:Ilri4ti,m-13,lpt!+tl Christi.ms th,in the church
in Grozny. No tiar ur h.ive li.id no rewilti (S,11]1(,flikin report iii
CLIHor'% po#e·.·.lon.)

...

Civil charges filed against the Moscow Congregation of
Jehovah's Witnesses on (, Aligilt |998 Clatilled th.It tile groupk
.idlierents. active in lt,141 ti,r more th,111 1()0 ye.in,"lligtrov 1.111]ilin,
ti,Nter harred,.mil drive their memben to munity .111,1 glicide." 1'111
|awsilit E the tint court .ittempt to dib,lilli .1 religic,11% group 1111(ler
terms of lillwsia'% P)97 1.,w 011 religion.Thi· trl.11.1,egilll ill
September but pi)NIp<mi·,1 Sever.i| ti!11(0, revillici| 0,1 9 | Ch!-11,try
I <)99. Provecittors h .Ive +ecurril ti·villic)11)' from .1 44·a.ilig .it tile
herl»,ki (19]ter 161· hi >cl.11 .111(1 1·circirdi |'iyclil,ltry, ilit:11 11£ ill; ti )1- th
till'.Irceration and .11,lise of clisvident 111 %(,viet time. I itchitil,i

AleU·eva. previ,lent ottlle Moscow I lekinki (;roup, tl·.in the
impact tliA trial may have on other nlinot·ity groupe'V(/h.it happell
today with Jehovall'% Witill·%,ses shouki be ,lt tile center othittention
ofull] hum.in rights orgalli7,ItiofiN. since the precedent created by tile
c,N· u'lilli.1\'e u.·riow, i·cilks„litenco for .ill religiOUN inilic,ritier.
I liederik I ohin.in. director ofthe Movcow oflice of Hilinall Itiglin
Witch, SeeN tile Jehon]11 Wittl e#/0 trial ». ".1 111.ljoi· te,St C.lfe
becal]Ge. ifprowei Litors win."they cim easily uce it .A a precedent to
cloNe down groups throughout Ru:ia."

1 )etailed mform,ition On the C.tw 10 ,ir.ill.1111· in Engli 41 .ilid 11,1,+1,111 at
http://www.iw-rii:.1.1.org. hee .119<) M.iur,1 Itey,iold«'.1.·hovali $ Wittic%<, Under
Fire in 11.4.i.1, Phi!,Idelphin Inquirer, \8 hbrnary 1999; and Aii,],1 Av.ikhov.I, "It-

You I )on't Like It.You're No Patrint!," Sce,dnia. 23 November 1998,,ivailable iii
English at http://wi·w.iterson.edu/7!,teeve/reltie,$7/
981 tb.html#18: ind m Ru,cian .it http://www.tets<,11.edu/-p.teeves/relnews/
jehovah231198.htmL

...

Galina Starovoitova, 52, Duma member and strong defender
of human rights, was murdered by automatic weapon fire
outside the entrance to her St. Petersburg home around midnight,
20-21 November 1998. Her aide, journalist Ruslan Linkor: was
wounded.Thourands of mourners

(colitilitted (,11 page 14)

Date and Location
Name Citizenship Organizatioti of Abduction Released Source

Calililla Carr British Center for Peacemaking and lulv 1997 - Grozny 20 Sept. 1998 Associated Press, 22 Sept. 1998
Jon James Community Development (Quaker)
1 )mitry Penkovsky Ruscian [i iternatiotial Orthodox 20 Sept. 1997 - 24 March International Orthodox Christi.11 Charities

Christian Charities Ingushetia 1998 .1111'5 md Needs Online 1 (Spring 1998),1,Dmitn· Petror
11 Aug. 1998 B/,wovest hip. 17 Aug. 1998

Gabor Dunajski Hlitigariaii Hungarian Church Aid 23 Sept. 1997 - 25 July 1998 East-West Chti,(11 6 Ministry Report 6Istran Olah
Grozny (Sununer 1998),11: Relieion 7&4: 29 July 1998

1)aniel and Pauline Swedish Youth With A Misiion 8Jan. 1998- 23 June 1998 Compass Direct.3-1 March 1998
Brolin

Makachkala. Daghestan
Alexander Sitnikov Russian Evangelical Christian-Baptist 9 Oct. 1998 - Grozny Coinpass Dina, 28 Oct. and 20 Nov. 1998
Fr. Issihiy Russian Russian Orthodox 10 Oct. 1998 - Grozny Coliq}'Le Dirt'a, 28 Oct. amd 20 Nov. 1998
Herbert Gregg United States The Evangelical Alliance 11 Dec. 1998 - TEAM press release, 15 Nov. 1998

Mission (TEAM) Makachkala. I)aghestan
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/9-20 March /999 24-27 March /999

Modern Russian Religious Christian Teacher '99

Spirituality St. Petersburg, Ruvsia
Ann Arbor, MI 1)ate: 24-27 March 1999
Contact: Center for Russian Sponsor: Association of
and East European Studies Chriqtian Schools

University of Michigan Ititertiatic)lial

14)80 South University Ave., Cont,act: 12.,yinond LeC|air.
Suite 4668 Regional !)irector A<%1
Ami Arbor, MI 481()9-1106 (1%/ 13,Iltia

Tel: 734-764-0351 Box 22

Fax: 734-763-4765 252162 Kyiv. Ukraine

E-mail: crees@umich.edu Tel/fax: 38(1-44-474-5354

Website: http://www.uinich. E-m.til: cep@acci.ilkrpack.net
cdo/-iinet/frees/

...

...

News Notes Min 2./him pae,· 13)

p.,id their respectf at .1 24 November 1998 timeral in the ornate
Marble Hall of St. Petersburgi Museimi of Eth,ic,graphy.Among
bouquet left at the grave in the Alexander Nevsky Monastery was
one th,it read:"From Rus]An. Galina, forgive me that 1 didii't protect
you.- Starovoiton was one of the few I )unia deputies to oppofe tile
1997 Ilussian law on religion, Her pro-democracy views earned her
many enemies, expecially among Communists and nationalists. Her
assassination is widely regarded to have been politically motivated.
FatherViktor Klinktikliov ofthe Church of the Archangel Michael ill
Troparyov, Moscow, secretly baptized Starovoitora on Orthodox
Christmas Day, 7 January 1996, Unlike many other public figures she
did not try to gain political advantage by public association with
Orthodoxy

For more information see: Lawrence A. Uzzell."1 )efender of Religious
Freedom Slain in St. Petercburgi' Kesti,n »ws Sen,ire (KNS),21 November 1 998:

Xenia I)entien,4 How Galina Starovoitova Quietly Became an Orthodox
Christian," KNS. 151)ecember 1998; and Celectine Bohlen,"Russian Deputy Is
Given a Funeral Marred by Dread," Neti, Pbrk -lini,·s, 25 November 1998. available
at http://www,nytimes.com/library/world/europe/112598russia-funeral.html.

...

On 22 December 1998 an unknown assailant shot and killed

Protestant layman Vadim Privezentsev outside his Moscow
apartment.An employee of Otis Elevator Company of England,
he previously worked for several years as manager of St. Petersburg
Christian Publishing. Privezentsev became a Christian through the
ministry of Canipus Crusade for Christ at Leningrad State University
and was nurtured in his faith through St. Petersburg's Salvation Army
Corp, established iii 1991. (Source:William I Greig Il, Chairman,
Gospel Light,Ventura, CA.)

...

Lawrence A. Uzzell. Keston News Sen-ice Moscow correspondent,
has been nanied director of Keston Institute. Oxford, England,
effective March 1999. KestoIl Institute. founded by Canon Michael
Bourdeaux. for decades has been a leading champion of religious
rights in Communist and post-Communist states. Uzze]1, a graduate
ofYale University. is a convert to Eastern Orthodoxy from the
Episcopal Church. At the same time, he has been an ardent defender
of the rights of non-Orthodox believers in the former Soviet Union.
(Source: KNS, 4 August 1998.)

...
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25-27 March /999

Dynamics of Movement
Budapet Hungary
Sponsor:Alliance for
Saturation Church Planting
Contact:julia Toth

13,idafoki fit 34/13

H-1111 Budapest, Hungary
Tel: 36-1-466-5978

Fax: 36-1-365-6406

E-mail: 1()0263.426@
coinpuserve.com or

SC 14\1 liatice@conipuxerve,
Cl)111

...

5 April - 25 june / 999
Principles in Child & Youth
Ministries

BudapeNt, Hungary
Contact:Youth With A Mission

Att. IFYM

Pf. 766

1 437 Bitdapest, Hungary
121/Fax: 36-1-334-1843

E-mail: 10(1310.457@
c o l 11 p tl *e r ve . C o l l i

Note: 3-month trammg
program for children'< and
youth workers. Iii English
and Itiisqi.iii.

...

/7-18 April /999

Academy of Christian
Thought: Christianity and
Politics

Wanaw. Poland

Contact: Chrzescijaliskie
Stowarzyszenie Akademickie

01.Wojewodzka 29/8,
Skr. Poczt. 412

40-594 Katowice, Poland
Tel: 48-32-251-88-92

Fax: 48-32-2561-96-00

E-mail: biuro@elisa.pik-net.pl
Website: http://www.chsa.
pik-net.pl/

...

18-20 April /999

European Prayer Link
Consultation

Prague, Czech Republic
Sponsor: European Prayer Link
Contact: Pieter Bos

Serving The Nations
C. Parkerstraat 5()

1311 PJ Almere, Netherlands
Tel/fax: 31-36-546-9661

E-mail: phb_serving@
conipuserve.com

Website: http://www.hfe.
org/epl/epl.htm

...

20-23 April / 999

Prague '99 Reconciliation
Conference

Prague, (Czech liepublic
Sponvors: European Prayer
Link, Spiritual Warfare
Network, International

Reconciliation Coalition

Contact: Pieter Bos

Serviiig The N .ttlt m N

(see above)
or: Chris heaton

l'eace Works

61 Antiandale Avenue

Bognor Regis P()21 2ET,
E ii glatid
121: 44- 1243-866085

E-inail: fi™antherox@
C()114)liwrve.a)111

...

27 Apri; /999
Roundtable Discussion on

Part-Time Theological
Education

C)deNg. Ukraine

Contact: Serge·i %,111!iikov,
Executive 1 )irector

Euro-Asian Accrediting
Associatioti

Box 8

270008 Odessa-08, Ukraine

Tel: 38-(1482-33-70-12

Fax: 38-0482-32-34-59

E-mail: eaaa@te.net.im

...

24-26 May /999
Higher Education in 21st
Century Russian Culture:
A Christian Perspective
St. Petersburg. ]Unsia
Sponsor: International
Association for the Promotion

of Christian Higher Education
(IAPCHE)
Contact: Dr. Natalia

Pecherskaya
St. Petersburg School of
Religion and Philosophy
Universitetskaya nab. 5
199034 St. Petersburg.
Russia

Tel: 7-812-234-24-39

Fax: 7-812-314-59-64

E-mail: srph_pech@
infopro.spb.su

...

3-5 June /999
New Europe Forum
Brussels. Belgium
Sponsor: Hope for Europe
Culture,Values & Politics Track

Contact: Kees Voogd
Heidebeek



8181 PK Heerde,

Netherlands
Tel: 31-5786-96975
Fax: 31-5786-96978

E-mail: 100550.1157@
coliipliserve.Cotil

...

/ 4 june - 6 August / 999
Russian Language Institute
Columbia International

Univerfity, Collimbia. SC
Contact: 1 )r. Marc Canner,
1 )in'£ Ic,1

|tubsian L.iligu.iKe Ministriei
13(3x 213()26

Columbia, SC 29221-3()26

Tel: 803-333-9119

Fux: 803-33.3-9117

E-in.iii: rhnotlice@
russiatilailguage.org
Website: http://www.
russiall language.org

...

1 5-1 6 July /999
Alexander Men Conference

Drew University, Madison, NJ
Contact: Bidiop Seraphini
Sigrist

2()6 Sarles lane

I'leagatitville, NY 10570

Tel: 914-747-8552

Fax: 914-773-3508

E-mail: sigrist@pace.edu
or sigrist@yahoo.com

...

2 1-25 July /999
Rock for Life Music Festival

Baja, Hungary

Contact: Randall Morgan
Youth Witli A MiSSiOtl

PF-766

1437 Budapest, Hungary
Tel/fax: 36-1-252-3915

E-mail: rockforlife@

conipuserve.com

...

23-24 August /999
Alliance for Saturation

Church Planting Seminar
Union Mills, NC

Contact: Betty Sadler
Center for Intercultural

Traiiiing
Box 250

Union Mills, NC 28167
Tel: 800-877-1786

E-mail: bettysadler@
compuserve. com

..*

9-1 1 September /999
Area Field Leaders (AFL)
Consultation

Budapot, 1 lungary
Sponsor: Alliance for

Saturation Church Planting
Contact:jillia Toth

Budafoki fit 34/13

11-1111 Budapest, Hungary
Tel: 36-1-466-5978

Fax: 36-1-365-6406

E-mail: 1()0263.426@
coinpuserve.coni

or %(-:1'Alliance@

ci)1 11[7 il terve.coin

...

15-19 September #999

Evangelism and Leadership
Conference

1),ilic i iii iilaiw. Roiii,izii,1

Contact: 1)1. Peter Regez
Jimz Team
hn K:ippele 8
1)-794()0 Katidern, (iermany
I 21 : 49-7626-91-6()-74)

Fax: 49-7626-91-60-- 99

E-nuil: pregez@steptiet.ed
Website: http://www.
lallzte,1112.£·0111

...

2 1-26 September /999
The Bible in the Spiritual
Life, History, and Culture
of Russia and the Slavic

Orthodox World

Mose·ou·. Ilitiia

Contact:Vera Klevtsova.

Registrar
St Andrew's Biblical

Theological College
iiI. Sportivnaya 6-11
Dzerzhinsky, Moscow
Region
140056 Russia

Tel: 7-095-135-8292

Fax: 7-095-551-3462

E-mail: standrews@
standrews.ru

Website: http://www,
standrews.ru

...

4-7 October /999

Coalition of Evangelization
of Central/Eastern Europe
Consultation

Szepalina, Hungary
Contact: Drew Parsons

Barosss u. 77. Pf. 296

2040 Budaors, Hungary
Tel: 36-23-414-347

Fax: 36-23-414-318

E-mail: DrewParsons@
compuserve.cori

3-7 November /999

WEF Commission on

Women's Concerns

Consultation

Prague, Czech Republic
Contact: Sucanne Bart

European Evangelical
Alliatice

Wilh. Allee 258

34131 K.11*el, Germany
Tel: 49-561 -31 4-97-11

nx: 49-561-938-75-20

E-mail: 1(H).341.550@
col 1 )pliserve.co !11

...

4-6 November /999

Conference on Eschatology

featuring I)r.Jan Lochman
Prague, Czech Itepublii
C knitact: 1 )r. K.ircir.nclmer,

1>residelit

Evatigelik,iliii teologicke
S e 111 i l l a r

(Eva,igelic.11 1 heologic,11
Selilillary)
Soukenick,i 15

11(HH) Pr.111.1 1. Czech

Republic
E-mail: etspralia@login.cz

...

14 November / 999

Day of Prayer for the
Persecuted Church

Contact: Steve Haas, President

Prayer for the Persecitted
Church

2025 S. Arlington Heights
Rd.,#113

Arlington Heights. IL 60005
Tel: 888-538-7772 or

847-718-0560

Fax: 847-718-0564

E-mail: idop@xc.org
Web site: http://www.
persecutedchurch.org or
http://www. worldevangelical.
org/dayprayr. htm

...

18-2 1 November /999

American Association for

the Advancement of Slavic

Studies Convention

St. Louis, MO

Contact: Wendy Walker.
Convention Coordinator

Anierican Association for the

Advancement of

Slavic Studies

8 Story St.
Cambridge, MA 02138
Tel: 617-495-0677

Fax: 617-495-0680

E-tiiail: aaass@hcs.harvard.edu

1-4 December /999

Hope for Europe Round
Table

Prugue, Czech Republic
Contact: Susanne Bart

European Evangelical
Alliance

Wilh. Allee 258

34131 Kagel, Gerill.iny
Tel: 49-561-314-97-11

Fax: 49-561-938-75-20

E-in.iii: 1(H)341.550@
con/pitqerve.c()in

...

12-13 December /999

St. Andrew's Biblical

Iheological College
Amitial Conference

M.Na)\\, Itll.h].1

Cont.ict:Vern KIL\·hova,

Iteg Atr,ir
St. Andrewk Biblical

Thcological (cdlege

11| . Nporti#·nap 6-1 1
14()056 1 ),erzhinkiy,

Moscow Region. IhiNGia
114: 7-095- 1 35-8292

Fax: 7-()95-551-3462

E-mail: vtandrews@
qtandrews.ru

Webute: http://www.
ftatid rews.ru

...

7-1 I june 2000
Hope for the Balkans
Conference

c,reece

Sponsor: European Evangelical
Alliance

Contact: Rev, Nikolay
Nedelcher, Executive I )irector

Bulgarian Evangelical Alliance
Box 13

1330 Sofia, Bulgaria
Tel/fax: 359-2801 -555

E-mail: be.alliance@
inbox.cit.bg

...

...
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EDITORIAL

Religious Freedom After Communism:
Will the Suppressed Become the Suppressor?
Ilcitry R. 1 luttenbiliti

The demise of Commimiqt rule opened the way
fur the revival of religious life. 13ut. as with tile
qtruggle between majorin, and minority ethnic
populations, so did there emerge among religious

The region / leaders a bitter battle between tile principles of
- religious uniformity .ind pluralism. Not surpriitigly,

has evolved
thove representing dominant tdiths tended to harbor

from one of little ti)ler,mee for minority tliths.

 of religionssuppression It has long been falsely argued tliat religion per K
embodies the principle of tolerance.[here iN. of
course, little evidence for thi4. The rapid reviul

(suppression ofthe 11.11#rian Ortholiox Church in particular,

p efchurches) and Orthodoxy in gener.il in Eastern Europe, has
demon•;trated .1 high degree of intok·ranee and

to religious
inwn·,iM·ity toward '%,Nter" religiont Indeed. why

oppression should one expect anything else from organizations

(oppression that rest their teachitigs on the .ibsolute rectitude of

by churches). r their truths, on intlexible dogullaN. :ind immutable
doctrines? TheNe are rei·ipei for intolerance .ind,
ifgiven the power, opportunitiew for guppreNNion.
In virtitally all the ex-communist countrieN there
N ferociouG lobbying by cleria for 111(mopoly ft.ltuN
or, at least, primacy on the basi oftradition.

To wre9tle on behalf of religious tolerance in
the cultures of Eastern Europe. where ethnicity and
religiouf affiliations are ahnost synom·mous. is to
struggle upstream. Biased cultural habits and
traditions are not easily tamed. 1)octrinal and historic
rivalries over jurisdictions, property, and land will be
exacerbated as ethnic wars (hot and cold) are fought
iii the same areas. Contested land becomes "sacred"

land. disputes become "crusadeq." and language and

education become the "holy" words and teachings of
the faithful.
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As specific religious disputes mount from Ko*ovo
to Tijikistan. so will ethnic ones intensify and vice
versa. Ukraine is a case in point, evhere at le,At three

overlapping Orthodox jurisdictions and loyalties are

at loggerhead,4. All three tend to tilel regic,]lalist
identities at the expetive of Ukraint.111 liltegration.
From week to week, these rival-ieN have done little

toward furthering a iii,iloglle ofti,lerance. On the
cc)!itrary.

And if intratiiith controversies cause intract.ible

divisivene#. then interthith une< are no le,4

destructive, thnienting climateN (,fmutual te.ir .ind
recrimination. In ]Uissia the eftablished Orthodox

Church is, tor c.umple, actively agailiwt Haptiqts,
fureign minorities, 1.widl missionaries. 11] the 13,ilk.ms,
efforts .it religic)-in*red ethnic cle.inging have taken
place iii every country and region, the local clergy
rarely exercising moderating influences. In Poland.

the Catholic hierarchy has done next to nothing to
dirmirage outbuntq of anti-Semitifin. Muwlim
millorities throughout the Balkans flee uncertin
filturef. In turn, Christian nlinorities in Catteada

(outside ofAnnenia and Georgia) experience
increasing episodes ofintolerance from Muslim
majorities.To be sure, anti-llussian ethnic sentiments
compound these incidents. Nevertheless, one does

tiot hear many voices of restraint coming from tile
Ill u 11,ills.

Iii all, there is a growing atmosphere of religious

intolerance in postcommunist Europe coming on the
heels of-Communist-inspired anti-religious
persecution. It u·ould indeed be a bitter irony-

though by no means a surprising development-if
the region has evolved from one of suppression of
religions (suppression efchurches) to religious
oppreosion (oppression churches). *

Excelpt repri„ted with pennission./h,m Analysis of Current Events

7 Umic 1996).2-3.

Henry R. Huttenbach is professor of history at
City Colket· of.\-i·,4, Murk ami editor efAnalysis of Current
Events, ptiblished by tile Associatio,1 for tile Sttidy oj
Natio,mlities.
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